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Abstract

National health insurance system is one of the most important social welfare
policies. Many official statistics show that the elderly people are the major users of
medical resources. Therefore, it is important to further study the elderly people's use
of medical resources, and how to refrain from the waste of medical resources.

The study uses empirical data to analyze the influence of capitals owned by the
elderly people on use of medical resource. The main purposes are: the relations
between the elderly people's capitals, health status and use of medical resource.

A set of panel survey data conducted by Taiwan Provincia Institute of Family
Planning and its successor national health bureau was used. The data include three
times of surveys, respectively "The survey of the elderly people's health and life
problem in Taiwan" in 1989 and 1993, and " The survey of the middle-aged and
elderly people's health and career planning in Taiwan" in 1996. The data were
collected by face-to-face interview with a stratified three-staged probabilistic
sampling method. People aged above 60 living in non-mountainous area were
sampled and interviewed. 4412 cases were successfully interviewed in 1989. However,
2669 cases were successfully followed-up and analyzed here.

The results show that the higher the elderly people’s income, the less the
frequency of getting outpatient service. The elderly people who got higher score of
economic status have less frequency and days of hospitalization.

Education is not significantly related to frequency of getting outpatient service.
However, compared to theilliterate, the other people tend to use less. In terms of days
of hospitalization, however, the higher the educationa level, the more the days of
hospitalization. As for the impacts of media reading on use of medical resource,
negative relations were found.

The higher the score of family support, the more use of medical resource.
Besides, the more the number of living children, the more the tendency of use of
medical resource. Family support is highly related to use of medical resources.

All of theindicators of the elderly people’s economic and cultural capitals are
positively related to health status. And the most indicators of the elderly people’s
health status are negatively related to use of medical resource, except for the variable
of drinking.

In short, the elderly people’s economic, cultural, and social capitals positively
related to their health status, and health status negatively related to use of medical
resource. Therefore, the elderly people who own more capitals will use less medical



resources.
Keyword: capitals, health status, use of medical resource
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