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Chang Chu-p‘o’s Attitude in Critiquing the Chin
P¢ing Mei: Continuity and Development from Chin
Sheng-t‘an

TANAKA Tomoyuki

Abstract

T According to the biography written by his brother, Chang Chu-p ‘0 % 75 3t
(1670 - 98) published a critique of the Chin P ‘ing Mei £ ¥31% because he thought
that after the death of Chin Sheng-t ‘an 4% F¥; (1608 - 61) few people were aware
of the fine quality of the construction of this novel. In his critique, Chang followed the
pattern of forms and terminology used in Chin’ s critique of the Shui-hu chuan -k

# , although some differences in perspective did exist between the two critics.

Chin had insisted that every literary masterpiece is finely and tightly (ching-yen
# Bc) constructed—from elements such as characters and wording to the structure of
the work as a whole—according to the principle of organization (fa ;#), and as a result
all such works can be understood by means of one particular method of analysis. He
placed a higher value on the Shui-hu chuan than on the Shih-chi € 3z because the plot
of the text (wen =) of the former develops on its own, without being constrained by
the preexisting events (shih ) that it depicts, whereas the text of the latter serves
specifically to elucidate fixed historical events. Chin also stated that Shih Nai-an *5

R was able to depict various fictional characters in the Shui-hu chuan so realistically
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because he moved his state of mind (tung hsin #-.<) in order to identify with the

characters as he was writing.

Chang, on the other hand, asserted that it was inadequate to read the Chin P‘ing
Mei simply as a piece of text; instead the reader must read it as his own novel, the plot
of which he is working out, in order to gain a complete grasp of the author’s intentions.
In Chang’ s critique, the author is presented as a manager who controls every detail of
the novel through his intentions (i ?.); the success of the character depictions is also
dependent upon the author’ s understanding of his characters’ emotions and
reasoning (ch ‘ing-li 32). Thus, his image of the author is more that of a technician
than Chin’ s. The difference between the two critics is also made clear in Chang’ s
approach in comparing the Chin P ‘ing Mei with the Shih-chi. Unlike Chin, he made
no distinction between higher and lower literary values, and he simply compared the

degree of difficulty in composing these two works.

As background factors in these differences, besides the change in literary trends
that took place from the late Ming F* to the early Ch ‘ing /3~ and placed a high value
on concrete discussion instead of inner intuition, we can point to Chang’ s
unsuccessful experience of attempting to write a book about the ways of the world
(shih-ch ‘ing shu & % ). By pointing out the author’ s nowvelistic process of
controlling the work through intention and technique, he may be indicating his
yearnings for a talented author and his wish for self-expression. His sometimes
far-fetched interpretations were, at least in his own mind, serious attempts to affirm that

the secret of creation lay within his reach.
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