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Conflicts and Predicaments in Modern Cultural

Transition —— Dual Symbol of A Family

Catastrophe Wen-Hsing Wang

I-Ling Hsiao

Abstract

In the overall narrative structure of A Family Catastrophe, this paper believes
that the dual symbol represented by “father” is the key message of the novel. Dual
symbol indicates “father in the family” and “a cultural tradition.” Through a
relationship interpretation of dual symbol, we arrange “a family catastrophe”
depicted by Wen-Hsing Wang in the entire modern Chinese context of culture to
find the significant import implied in the plots of “conflicts between father and
son” and “a family catastrophe.” This paper believes that not only does “rebellious
father” in A Family Catastrophe reflect the eternal issue of “conflicts between
father and son” in the context of a universal human nature and nor does its story
plot present one family event irrelevant to Chinese society structure. Serving as a
modern literature classic significance, A Family Catastrophe brings to light
conflicts issues of value system embodied by “family” in Chinese society in the

periods of cultural transition moving towards a modern society.
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