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Abstract

This research mainly studies the styles of modern Taiwan ceramics, In this report, it will
be discussed that in early days, practical usage was stressed in the style of ceramics ; nowadays,
the artistic variety of ceramics is presented which means the creators express their thoughts and
emotions through these creations with sculptural and pictorial characteristics, Besides, modern
ceramics 1s also one member of modern art; thus, like other art, it contains various schools as
well. This research, however, focuses on the study of the formative style, To reach this goal, in
exploring the documents, first, several domestic schools of thoughts are generalized. Moreover,
according to the important elements of the style, six couples of expressions are chosen to make
a Semantic Differential(S.D.). In the form. organism versus geometry, concision versus
abstraction, and tradition versus modernity are selected. In the practical purpose, there is only
item: practicality versus pureness. In the material, the group, similarity versus difference, is
picked out. The six couples will be used to make a S.D. ; at the same time, what is also
proceeded is to investigate into the condition of the quality and the quantity of the ceramics in
current Taiwan and to study the methods of collecting the material.

This research adopts a S.D. The interviewees and testers come from the senior ceramists
in the central area. After the material is analyzed, we gained the conclusion that modern Taiwan
ceramics, according to the usage, can be classified into the practical formative style and the
pure formative style. The former contains three kinds: the classical formative style, the
neoclassical colorful formative style and the post-neoclassical formative style. All of them are
created at the basis of the traditional classical style, Not only the form but also the beauty of the
colors of the glaze on them is valued. The latter can be grouped into the dialectical formative
style, the traditional decorative formative style, conceptual formative style, plane colorful
formative style, concrete formative style, and abstract formative style Every formative style
owns its unique characteristics. In this research, we make some important discoveries. First,
modern ceramics develops from practical functions and gradually grows into the artistic
formative styles with the function of appreciation of the beautiful. Moreover, the formative art
tends toward complexity from concision. Second, modern Taiwan ceramics can be
differentiated generally into four groups. The first one mainly consists of the classical formative
style(l) and neoclassical formative style. In this kind of creation, the creators presents concrete
forms with organic shapes. The second belongs to the concrete formative, style, The creators of
this kind of ceramics imitate nature with organic and concrete shapes to show the realism in
human life again.

The third group includes the neoclassical formative style, the dialectical formative Style,
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and the traditional decorative formative style. In this kind of creation, non-concrete forms are
showed. The forth group has the conceptual formative style, the plane colorful formative style,
and the abstract formative style. In them, abstract forms are presented with geometric patterns.
Third, except for the classical formative style, 87.5% of the other formative styles embody the
features of the age; in other words, most of them have the sense of the time. Moreover, in
15.8% of the creations, besides pottery's clay, more than one kind of material are used. And it
can promote the development of art to grow and flourish to combine different styles with
different forms. Furthermore, this skill can completely develops the traits of earthenware; so
the beauty of the art is expressed naturally and grows in plane and solid. What's more, the
complete impression of this kind of creations make the uniqueness and the characteristics of
ceramics develop fully. It effectively presents the attraction of modern ceramics. According to
the diversity and the influence of modern Taiwan ceramics, the creations are placed in five
categories: realism, expressionism, formalism, structualism, instrumentalism, and
existenticalism. In addition, I would also like to discuss the opinions in common use, deeply
consider the formative culture, and explore the relationship among modern ceramics, daily
lives and our culture. And to revive the past glory of “the mother of ceramics”, some

suggestions for improving the current education of Taiwan ceramics are also given
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