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Resear ch of M usic Bureau, Tainan Confucius Temple--- Yi Cheng Classical L earning
Academy

Abstract

Confucius Temple has been regarded as a cultural totem of scholars, since Tung, Chung-Shu
advocated "Confucianism” for governing Country, which was taken for a signal of every
dynasty’ s rulers as well. Tainan Confucius Temple, earliest in learning, viewed all of the
intellectuals who were lassoed by rulers due to the doomed cultura signal. During the time of
imperial examinations, it served as the place of examinations. In a more significant sense, it
was a chance in acommon man’ s life that could make him official.

Etiquette respectability music from outside, as for the essence of music, it is etiquette, however.
The two-sided system dominates the rite of Sacrificing Confucius, because of which, the
organization in charge of sacrifice ---- The Etiquette & Music Bureauis indispensable to every
Confucius Temple. Among so many Confucius temples, however, there is the Etiquette &
Music Bureau only in Tainan Confucius Temple, named “Classical Learning Academy”
instead.

After the abolition of imperial examinations, the Music Bureau of Yi Cheng Classical Learning
Academy, in which only skillful writers could take part originaly, began to take in officials,
gentlemen, merchants, even packmen and servants, as a result, it led to ostracism of different
cultures consequentialy. In a music class, how people of different music style can get along
with each other, how elegant music for sacrifice can exist with tacky common music? These
are the problems that the paper will discuss.

Was the Music Bureau intervened politically during the transference of Tainan Confucius
Temple? Since the establishment of Tainan Confucius Temple by Chen, Yung-Hua (1665)
during the period of Cheng, Cheng-Kung in Ming Dynasty, the Music Bureau of Yi Cheng
Classical Learning Academy, was affiliated with Confucius Temple. What’ s change of the
ecology during the transference? What' s the performance mode of Japan Occupied period?
What' s the relationship between students in “Classical Learning Academy” and “South
Association”. In 1975, Yi Cheng Classical Learning Academy, changed to be affiliated with the
Confucius Temple Governing Board and a council was established responsible for the general
affaires of the Yi Cheng Classica Learning Academy. But now, it is a sheer folk music
organization except that it sees to the rite of sacrificing Confucius. The paper focuses on the
change of holiness into common customs as well.

In the culture of Han people, traditional folk music---stringed and woodwind instruments has
been reflecting common people’ s life. Thereisno Thirteen Tone in any kind of existing music,
which, however, existed in Yi Cheng Classical Learning Academy vividly for more than 100
years as the offspring of migration culture. In local opinion, it should be able to be called
“Classical Music in Taiwan”, whose musica instruments come from different periods of time.
Therefore, it takes on peculiar genre beauty because of the blending of the ancients with
modern times.

My viewpoints are a little subjective anyhow for | have been in Yi Cheng Classical Learning
Academy for decades. However, | still look forward to observing the evolvement of a folk
music organization in Confucianism from the angle of culture and offering some reference for
later scholars.

Key words: Confucius Temple, music of traditional stringed and woodwind instruments,
Thirteen Tone, Classicad Learning Academy, Music Bureau, folk music
organization
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