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Abstract

Vygotsky’s account of the mediation of higher mental process is different from
other psychologists such as Piaget. Vygotsky’s theory extended the view of Marx and
Engels’ sociocultural history and dialectics to create his own “Marxist psychology”.
Besides Marx and Engels’ points, some ideas of Vygotsky’s comes from formalism,
reflexology(stimulus and response), and Gestalt Psychology.

In Vygotsky’s genetic approach, he saw human development involving “natural”
and “socia” line of development. And the difference between human beings and
animals is that human beings have the socia development. Although Vygotsky
mentioned two lines of development, his study focused on socia line. Vygotsky’s
explanation of social development rest on the mediational means—speech. People use
speech to change mind such as Marx’s point---people use tools to change nature. This
explanation of speech reverses Piaget’s —|anguage is nothing but the symbol of human
development.

Vyogtsky’s study bring the approach of Psychology from the individual to the
social. His study open the discussion of the relationship between mind devel opment
and society. Although the source of Marxist psychology comes from
Marxist —mediational and socioucltural history, there are difference between them.
The thesis is a try to touch Marxist psychology and point out the rich meanings
behind.

Key words : Vygotsky, Marxist psychology, genetic method, mediational means,
natural line of development, social line of development
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