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Abstract

This thesis explores how gays and lesbians, with their own
strength of electronic media, challenge the ignorance, bias, and
discrimination from the sexual mainstream, and develop local
homosexual identity as well as homosexual culture in the context

of Taiwan’ s social transformation.

Starting from the experience of gays and lesbians electronic
media workers, this study analyzes how they work on identity
building, resource mobilization, and the reaching of community
consensus. From the perspective of media management, the
study looks into the ways of these particular media survive in
market-driven or non-profit media systems. The possibility of a

commercialized homosexual medium in Taiwan is also discussed.

The finding results are mixed: gays and lesbhians broadcasting
programs and documentaries are successful in telling the true
story, calling for identity, and communicating with heterosexual
societies; however, they run into the trouble of media
management. Most of them gain little support from within the
radio stations. These media workers are underpaid and
overworked, and sometimes work for nothing as volunteers. They
are lack of funding for documentary production, nor do they have
enough channels for public presentation. Even the question
regarding come-out in their works still bothers some of them.
Nonetheless, we might see bright future for gays and lesbians

electronic media in on-line radios and cinema box offices.
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