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Abstract

This thesis is a research on the development of spatial modernity on the town level of Dah-lin sugar
factory. Beginning in Europe in the 17 century, there appeared a characteristic western civilization,
namely, with science, instrumental rationality and progress as its primary aims, they formed new
forms of social structure, social systems and ways of living. And that is what is meant here by
modernity. Originating from European modernity and motivated by colonialism and capitalism, they
expanded their power over most parts of the world, becoming the most powerful and dominating
value system of the world. In the same way, the Japanese rule and construction of Taiwan introduced

western modernity into Taiwan, which became the colonial modernity of Taiwan.

In 1909 some capitalists from Tokyo raised some capital to set up a sugar factory-- Shin-kao Sugar
Company, Dah-lin Factory-- at Dah-lin, a small town in the northern part of Chia-nan Plane. It was a
form of mixture community. In function, it provided production, residence, recreation, education and
medical service. In view of layout, it was a geometrical space created by modern planning. It
therefore was highly orderly and quite distinct in estate, totally different from the context and
landscape of the traditional community. In production, with the mechanical efficiency it took the
place of most of the small sugar works of the area, and became the dominating sugar maker. It paved
the way of modernization of Dah-lin. After the Restoration from Japan, development continued, and

was the guidance basis of following planning for the government.

Modernity is not just a change of the old system, it is also a change in the ways of life. Through
research and observation of the everyday life of Dah-lin Sugar Factory, I hope to keep their collective
memory, build the mechanism of their self-identifying, show the modernity experience since the
Restoration, and do the reflexivity of modernity of town level. When we try to depend on modernity
program to secure economical progress, we must at the same time face the flowing character of
modernity. Modern production system will change with the change of economical structure: with
modern production system will disappear from local living context, unable to get deeper hold or

culminate

With sugar production declined and big sized hospital —such as Tzu Chi—or Nan Hua University
established, a grand frame of development has emerged. With its invincible power, modernity has
checked the continuity of folk culture and tradition, subjectivity on the town level and people
autonomy. In a society of high modernity, all these weaken the local competitive power, threatening
its development.

Keyword : town ~ spatial ~ modernity ~ everyday life ~ Dah-lin Sugar Factory ~ self-identity
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