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Abstract

Taiwan’s publishing market has entered the period of cultural industry
since 1980. The needs for consumer market have evolved many new types of
publication. This reflects the changing of the type of current society’s
economy and consuming behavior. And under the consideration of cost
effectiveness, the book publishing has also turned into a form of instrument,
and accelerated the process of book’s commercialization.

Editor has been given the role as gatekeeper by history and mass
communications, to convey messages and cultural information. However,
pushed by the society interaction and cultural industry, the essences of
editor’s role, such as the system of production technique, the medium of
communication role, and the creativity of book development, have also
changed, and have demonstrated different communication patterns and
positions in all the phases of publication, and furthermore, influences the
production type of book..

From the point of communication action theory, this thesis interprets
editor subject communication activity consciousness in the recognition in
publishing work, and presents the editorial principle of rational
communication. As a medium of mass communication, editor must
understand the interacting subjects, needs to inspect the effectiveness of the
communication between all the subjects and himself from the realistic part
of the subject’s environment, reinforces the vigilance toward the essence of
publication, and reaches effective communication at work participation. In
other words, editor’s role needs to correspond with the four validity claims
of comprehensibility, truth, truthfulness, and rightness.

Keywords : Gatekeeper, Communication Pattern, and Communication

Action Theory
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