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Abstract

Since World War |1, peer review has become not only the quality control
mechanism but aso the critica determinant of reputation for scholarly
journals. Although there are various problems peer review system encounter
under the text printed circumstance, some of them have been conquered by
the introduction of electronic journal and the development on computer
information and internet technology. The professional electronic peer review
system (EPR) developed in recent few decades has transported the peer
review to anew field.

This study mainly aims to investigate the development of electronic peer
review in Taiwan. The development of eectronic peer review in foreign
countries, especially Europe and U.SA., is reviewed and furthermore utilized
to construct the conceptual framework of the research. A survey on the
development of EPR for scholarly journalsin Taiwan was conducted.

The study results reveal the developing course of EPR in Taiwan is in
line with the experience of foreign countries. The course consists three phases:
Phase I: traditional peer review, Phase |1 partially or fully electrified process
of peer review, and Phase I11: electronic peer review. The percentages of the
journals surveyed adopt partia electrified and fully electrified process of peer

review are 70% and 18% respectively, while only 2 journals has implemented



ERP. With comparison to foreign countries, atime lag of 10 -14 years exists
for Tawan scholarly journas in adopting EPR. In addition, the journas
surveyed express their strong interest in adopting EPR, while the necessity of
implementing EPR seems not quite urgent. Some suggestions to the scholarly
journa publishers and researchers are al'so made in the study.

K eywor ds. scholarly journal, peer review, electronic peer review
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