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Abstract

In modern times, the academic circles research on Kuo Pu’ s “ The Book of Burial” that
published in Western Chin—a book about traditional life-and-death studies and fengshui, is
not much, and the research that is made from the angle of the interactive theory of life and
death is not found yet. Therefore, this study is a pioneering research in Taiwan and in other
countries.

The dissertation adopted the methods of document discussions and theoretical evidence,
took the comprehension for the text of Kuo Pu’ s“ The Book of Buria,” the later generations
notes for Kuo Pu’ s “The Book of Burial,” and the exploration of the origin of thought of
relative contemporary studies to be the basic framework, researched from the angle of the
interactive theory of life and death in Kuo Pu s “The Book of Buria,” mentioned the
philosophical thinking in Chun-Chiu (Spring and Autumn Period) and ChanKuo (Warring
States Period), touched upon the philosophical thinking in Western and Eastern Han
Dynasties, Wel-Chin Southern and Northern Dynasties, and modern times, anayzed the
beginning and subsequent development of theories related to Kuo Pu’ s* The Book of Burial,”
grasped the influential degree of various theories and thought in all the past dynasties on it
gradualy, and probed into the influences of the interactive theory of life and death in Kuo
Pu s “The Book of Buria” on contemporary life-and-death studies, outlook of life and death,
and views of funeral and buria through the ages.

The results of the research are as follows:

As awhole, “YinYang mutual responsive universe creation theory” erected the major
ideology of Kuo Pu’ s “The Book of Buria.” The core concept originated from the energy/
vigor of Yin (feminine) and Yang (masculine), and “the responsive philosophy” became the
centra thought. “YinYang mutua responsive universe creation theory” and “the
responsive philosophy” constructed the basic framework of Kuo Pu’ s“ The Book of Burial.”

“The person being buried will affect the aura field of the person alive’ is an innovative
argument of Kuo Pu’ s “The Book of Burial.” The book emphasizes time and again the
importance of finding an “auspicious grave.” From the research, | discover that there are
strict requisitions “for the person being buries to affect the aura field of the person alive.”
Kuo Pu repeatedly placed emphasis on the significance of blood relationship that “ A person
gets hig her life from father’ s semen and mother’ s blood; if the bones of the dead rest in an
auspicious grave, and are influenced by the good aura from the ground, and if the
descendents keep remembering and missing the dead, and even can communicate with the
dead on mind and spirit, the later generations will be sheltered by the one that passed away.”
However, from the research, | find that the object and the medium of “affecting by the
magnetic field” are not so absolute. Besides, the phenomena of “a person is influenced by
the magnetic filed, and the aura from the ground, the heaven, and human beings; therefore,
the dead will shelter its descendents’ are not completely the responsive interaction, and there
are individua differences on the objects and intensity of response.

The respect for a funeral at al times and in al countries fully represents the common



civilization of human beings. Nevertheless, only in Kuo Pu’ s “ The Book of Buria” has the
ideas that the dead can react to the “auspicious grave,” and “ The person being buried will
affect the aura field of the person alive, and shelter the later generations.” They have never
appeared in the western theories.

The study is restricted by the serious lack of relevant research, and the fact that most of
the fengshui theories are in ancient writings. Moreover, the space-time difference is more
than one thousand and seven hundred years. | spent alot of time researching and fathoming,
and | met the bottleneck. Fortunately, with the instructions of the professor, | made the
breakthrough. The research is worthwhile for those who have the aspiration to study the
life-and-death studies to discuss and explore because of its being the traditional Chinese
life-and-death studies, and aiming at the interactive theory of life and death to probe into,
which are generally similar with the western theories of contemporary life-and-desth studies
but with differences in detail only, and can be applicable to al. | hope this research can
arouse people’ s concern for the life-and-death education, and make people deliberately
consider the trend of the theory that “ The person being buried can affect the aura field of the
person aive’ in the 21% century, expecting we can keep enhancing and glorifying the spirit of
“being thoroughgoing about the funera rites for parents and the worship of ancestors.”

Key words. Kuo Pu, The Book of Buria, the interactive theory of life and death, the
life-and-death education, the life-and-death studies, fengshui, the person being buried
will affect the aura field of the person alive, response/ interaction.
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