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Abstract

This thesis concerns about modern religious education. | try to analyze and
compare the historical background, ideas and their practices of both a Chinese and a
British religious figures, Master Tai-xu and Cardina Newman, in order to reflect on
the issues of religious education, such as the relationship between religious education
and civilization, the impact of secularization on modern education, the reciprocity
between religious and libera educations, etc. | expect to make a better understanding
at these issues and to get some new ideas regarding Taiwan's educatioral problemsin
light of religion.

The assumption of thisthesisis that the ingtitutional religions in the East and the
West have predominant influence on society and education In the process of
modernization, the influence has an enormous change. This process can be proved
through analyzing its social- historical context, which is summarized and
conceptualized as secularization in terms of the sociology of religion. Thisisthe
fundamental theoretical approach of my thesis.

Finally, | bring up four conclusions. First, the secularization of education does
disadvantage more than advantage. Second, religion and civilization benefit and
support each other. Third, liberal educationis the corner stone of educational system;
religious education is the core of liberal education. At last, utilitarian and

pragmatist-oriented education results in a narrow mindset.
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