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Decoding the Fashion Edition of Women’s Magazines
Chia-Hsien, Chi

(The Institute of Sociology of Education, Nan Hua University )
Abstract

With the development of Taiwanese women’s magazines, the competition of its
market has been getting keenly. Therefore, if women’s magazines would like to survive,
they should rely on the support of readers and the income of advertisement. It makes
women’s magazines play an equivocal role—the expert system of consumption and
infinite seduction. In addition, “fashion” has become the main topic of women’s
magazines to attract more readers’ attention; it reflects today’s social aura—the fashion
upsurge. However, how many people could truly realize the meaning of fashion while
reading women’s magazines, whose property is full of ambiguity?

This research is conducted under the theories of Baudrillard, Giddens, Simmel and
Hall, and thereby to frame, analyze the research questions as followed. (1) How are
women’s magazines edited by the elements of expert and advertisement? (2) What is the
meaning of fashion and how is fashion being edited in women’s magazines? (3) To
Decode and conclude the meaning of fashion edition in women’s magazines. The
method used in the research is textual analysis and the strategy used here is
symptomatic reading. Samples chosen in the research are three kinds of different
magazines, including the local style magazine—i{E [, Europe style magazine—Vogue,
Japanese style magazine— F1 A~ e’f.

The results of research are as below: (1) Fashion content consists of elaborate
visualized pictures, dialogue tone and fuzzy glossaries (2) The advertisement and expert
system elements are co-existed in fashion text—it’s not only for seducing consumption,
but also being a guide book for entering the superior class. (3) The fashion editions of
women’s magazines are almost manipulated by superior class. (4) If the content of
women’s fashion magazine matches the readers’ needs which are pre-supposed by
editors, then we may anticipate some disguised form of power struggle conducted by
some specific readers for elite positions.

Keywords: Women’s magazine, Edition, Fashion, Consumption, Advertisement, Expert
System, Baudrillard, Giddens, Simmel, Hall
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