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Normative Behavior and Basic Competence: an Investigation in

Effect of Family Structure and Parental Attention

Student: Chia-Hsiang Hsu Advisor: Dr. Mei-Lin Lee
Abstract

Parents are good at using resource to develop the capability of children and prevent
them from involving crisis. According to Coleman’s view of social capital in the family
in 1988, we can know the capital of children’s education will affect the behavior of
children, when children live with parents.

The purpose of this study is to analyze the education capital and the behavior of
children affected by different family structures. It’s not only to understand the limitation
of family structures, but also to discuss whether the education capital of children could
help children to get away from limitation of those structures. Hence, we use 3 pieces of
questionnaires from Taiwan Education Panel Survey ( TEPS ) in 2001. Each of them are
70% samples of junior students and their parents, teachers in senior high, occupation
school, junior college. And we select 9366 effective samples from these questionnaires
for the purpose of the study.

The results analyzed by multiple regression of this research are as followed: 1.
Living with mother, father and stepfather will have positive effect on the education
capital of family income, time involvement and attention. 2. The function of education
capital is different from normalizing behavior and basic competencies. Human capital
and social capital have positive effect in normalizing children’s behavior. And financial
capital and social capital will have positive effect in basic competencies. 3. The effects
of children’s education capital on behavior of children differ from their family structure
which if their parents living with them: when children live without father or mother,
capital of children’s education have no effect on normalizing behavior. However,
mother’s attention would still have effect on basic competencies in the family without
mother or father. Therefore, children will stay in a worse situation for education capital
in a family without father or mother. As to the limitation of structure, it could be
overcame by children’s and parent’s efforts and to make children develop better.

Keywords: family structure, parental attention, social capital, normative
behavior, basic competence
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