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Abstract

Taiwan has become a multi-ethnic nation now, however, she also is encountering
identity crisis. After democratization, the issue of nation-identity has become even
more visible than ever before. There's a close connection between Western political
philosophy and nation-identity. In Taiwan, despite various discussions concerning the
issue of national identity, the discussion in civics education is basicaly insufficient
and out of context, and merely theoretical as well. The author attempts to point out,
the related Western political-philosophical discourses has some blind spots, and hence
their presumptions are full of contradictions. Through the articulation of the essence
of nation-identity, this paper tries to investigate the Western political-philosophical
discourse regarding the issue, which includes liberalism, civil republicanism,
communitarianism and multiculturalism.

As time goes by, these discourses tend to share some commonality. First, their
standpoints are in “civil-state,” rather than “nation-state. ” secondly, they recognize
the existence of diversification and difference, and the consideration of the emotional
content of so called “the Other.” Thirdly, they try to looker for the ethical nature and
the values of common good of the political community. All in al, the aim of this
paper is to construct an integrated discourse that syncretizes these political
philosophical discourses and to indicate a possibility about the solution of nation
identity.

Key words: national identity, ethnic group, nationalism, liberalism, civil
republicanism, communitarianism, multiculturalism
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