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Abstract

During past years, studies in the social value-oriented and change generally use the
individualism and collectivism (I/C) continuum to characterize various cultures and societies. It is
unsuitable to use a dichotomy device characterizing traditional Chinese society into the sphere of
collectivism. This essay takes a frame of triangular situation to elaborate the scheme of traditional
Chinese society and late Taiwanese society. The concept is based on Chi Li 's insistence, “the concept
of triangular scheme among individualism, collectivism and familism (I/C/F triangular scheme)”.
Total of 3801 cases from social change survey.

The first part of this article is to discuss the change of the orientations of individualistic,
collectivist and familistic values campared in 1999 with 1994. The results of multiple regression of
data display the scores of individualism-oriented and familism-oriented values are increased trends,
but the score of collectivism-oriented value is declined in 1999.And the multinomial logistic
regression analysis of data illustrate the scores of familism-oriented value is increasing; collectivism
reduced. Although during those years the society is changing, it makes no difference in scores
between individualism and familism. Obviously, the direction of familistic change is different from
collectivist change , so that familism and collectivism are not equivalent in category.

The second part deals with the effect of individual backgrounds on value-oriented. As has been
expressed by the results of multiple regression of data, an individual with higher educational degree,
being a businessman or serviceman, living in cities or towns, or on a higher average monthly income
in his family has an intensive individualism-oriented; who believes in Buddha or folk religions, works
as an farmer, husbandry, fisher considers familism-oriented values more important. Females, older
people, higher educational degree people, Buddhists, Christians, non southern Fukien ethnic'people,
the residents in cities or towns tend to choose collectivism-oriented value.

The study shows up the contrastive results by the logistic regression analysis. In the contrast
between individualism and familism, higher educational people or individualists or unreligious
people or city residents are apt to express individualism-oriented value. In the contrast between
collectivism and familism, females, older people, higher educational people living in towns or cities
are apt to express collectivism-oriented value. The third and the last part is to interpret the results of
the statistics, there are common characters in education levels and religious propensities between
individualism-oriented and collectivism-oriented value people. Buddhists preffer familism-oriented
and collectivism-oriented value. Additionally, on choosing individualism-oriented value and
familism-oriented value, there are increased trends. They do have some kind of similar symptoms
among I/C/F, non totally contrary relations among them. The conclusion summarizes Familism is not
at the particular position of collectivism in the sphere of I/C continuum. It should be in a frame of
triangular situation among I/C/F. And the social change is uncertainly belonged to the mode of the
linear change between collectivism and individualism. It may be belonged to the mode of the
curviform change in the frame of I/C/F triangular situation. This result support the view of the I/C/F
triangular scheme by Chi Li described.

Keywords: individualism, familism, collectivism, triangular scheme, social change
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