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The Diversity False Appearance of the Market of Textbooks:
As in the Example of the Chinese Textbooks Used in Junior High Schools

Abstract

This study is designed to explore the diversity scenario since the market opening of the
Chinese civil version textbooks used in junior high schools. With the market opening
associated with market controversies and ever-changing policies, the uprising discussions on
the textbook market have overshadowed the issues of textbooks’ diversity. Under such
circumstances, [ try to construct a basic miniature platform for textbook’s diversity. The
discussion ranges from “the diversity of demand and supply” of textbooks’ markets to “the
diversity of contents” with regard to material selection, compiling and editing, to “diversity
of culture” of textbooks. Accordingly, I will engage in the discussion and analysis of “the
diversity of textbooks.” Indeed, these three “diversity” have reached the initial goal, that is,
variety, yet there is still much room for the realization of the ideal of diversity because of

many complicated reasons—mainly, market, nation, and diversity.

Concerning the analysis of market demand and supply, judging from the similarity and
dominance in the market itself, the government’s intervention is unavoidable. However, its
intervention in the price bargain, the inconsistence of policies, and the censorship system
combine to make a greatly negative impact on the market of textbooks. So the government
is supposed to play its role more carefully than ever before. What’s more, in terms of “the
diversity of contents,” I discovered that under the pressure of censorship and entrance exams,
apparently publishers cannot immune to the appeal of the national versions of textbooks,
which thus become their examples and principles while editing the civil versions of textbooks.
This results from governmental intervention as well as the publishers’ struggle for survival in

b

the would-be market of education. And as to the “diversity of culture,” civil versions of
textbooks cannot get rid of traditional and mainstream stereotypes whether they are produced
by minority groups themselves or by the dominate writers, who represent minority groups.
This may be influenced by the governmental version of textbooks. In addition, at the
beginning of the opening of markets, under the influence of social traditional culture and

structure, editors still cannot make a professional group, that can reflect on itself.

key word : textbook - market ~ diversity
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