Preschool Inclusive Education Policy and Implementation in
Taiwa, — Example of Kindergarten Affiliated with

Elementary School in Taipei County.
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Abstract

The topic of this paper is Preschool Inclusive Education Policy and

Implementation in Taiwan — Example of Kindergarten Affiliated with Elementary

School in Taipei County. This study used Giddens’s the Theory of Structuration to

discuss the relationship between structure and action. It probed into the intended

and unintended consequences of the implementation of inclusive education, and

the reflexive monitoring of the actions in the process, and incorporated inclusive

education policies into implementation. The subjects included scholars, teachers,

and children on aspects of role positioning, interactive relationship, field practice

(capability and limitation), and reflexive monitoring of the actions, in order to

probe into the level of implementation for preschool inclusive education policies,

and the enabling and constraints faced by implementers in the structure.

The results were as follows:

1)

2)

The aid generated by the social structure on the implementers: (1) The
social structure: The policies require active promotion and
implementation by the government in order to realize the concept of
preschool inclusive education. (2) The scholars: The government has
begun to pay attention to the implementation of preschool inclusive
education. (3) The teachers: The teachers are able to come in contact
with more exceptional children, and cooperate with special education
teachers on coordinated teaching and refined instruction. (4) special
children: The additional regulations and resources can generate more
concern over the learning rights of those children.

The obstruction generated by the social structure on the implementers:
(1) The concept of “Zero Rejection” is unable to be realized, and the
existing policies has unclear definition on “complete inclusive
education”. (2) The allocation of special education budget: The shortage
of special education budget, library for visually disabled, instructional
materials, supplementary facility has resulted in inability to meet the
needs of physically disadvantaged group. (3) Due to difference in
definition of disability held by the Education Bureau and Social Welfare

Bureau, the social welfare is unable to be delivered successfully. (4)



Since the government only provides NT$5000 of subsidy per semester to
kindergartens and preschools that enrolls exception children. The
insufficient subsidy has resulted in the gap of preschool inclusive
education implementation in public and private kindergartens and
preschools. (5) To special children, the concepts of “Zero Rejection” and
“complete inclusion” conflict with “diverse settlement”. The existing
educational policies have not set clear definition of “educational
settlement”, thus, the learning rights of those children may be ignored due
to problems such as “improper educational assessment”, “Pygmalion

effect”, and “stereotype”.

This study suggests that inclusive education policies should be based on the
rights of the disabled, and means of integrated education, clarification of
definition on disability, improved training on special education assessment
teachers, correction of public prejudice, promotion of inclusion and care for
disabled can help to realize the concept of inclusive education, care for disabled,

and create environment with no barrier.

Keywords: preschool inclusive education, the Theory of Structuration,

unintended results, Zero Rejection, complete inclusion, diverse settlement
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