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Abstract

Title of Thesis : The Study of transformation of Switzerland’s neutrality
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Permanent neutrality is the product under the balance of power. The main
purpose of its permanent neutrality is that the small countries can be a buffer state
between the big powers and also can make the equilibrium of force. Switzerland
passed seven hundred years by neutrality policy, however, the changing of
international environment, such as the end of the cold war, the enlargement of
European Unions and NATO, and the effects of globalization, is to influence the
original neutrality and foreign policy of Switzerland deeply.

The day of March 3rd 2002 to Switzerland and her people was significant.
Both the cantons and the people (the double majority required) accepted the popular
initiative on Switzerland’s membership to the United Nations. Although it's “just atoe
cross the line”, Switzerland became the 190" member of the United Nations
eventually. Switzerland’s policy towards the UN is paradoxical. The essay aims to
study how international environment affected the country’s foreign policy and the
moving of Switzerland’s traditional neutrality in and after the cold war. The end of it
is also to make few conjectures of Switzerland's foreign policy whose obstacles in the
future.

Key words. Switzerland, Neutrality, the United Nations, and European Union
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Swiss Government White Paper on Relations between Switzerland and the United Nations.
http://www.eda.admin.ch/sub_uno/e/uno.html
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Switzerland's application to join the United nations including a
declaration of neutrality. (The original is the French)

THE SWISS FEDERAL COUNCIL

to
His Excellency
Kofi Annan
Secretary-General of the United Nations

Mr. Secretary-General,

We have the honour to submit the request of the Swiss Confederation for admission
to the United Nations. At the vote on 3 March 2002, the people and the cantons of
Switzerland authorized the Federal Council to make this request. We ask you to submit it
to the Security Council and to the General Assembly.

Pursuant to the Federal Constitution, the duty of the Swiss Confederation isto
protect the liberty and the rights of the people, to ensure the independence and the
security of the country,and to promote a just and peaceful international order. Federal
Parliament and Federal Council are responsible for taking the necessary measures to
safeguard the neutrality of the country. Switzerland is a neutral State whose statusis
enshrined in international law. The United Nations recognize that the neutrality of a
Member State does not affect the fulfilment of its obligations under the Charter and
contributes to the achievement of the purposes of the United Nations.

As amember of the United Nations, Switzerland will remain neutral .

On the basis of the above, we have the honour to declare on behalf of the Swiss
Confederation that the Swiss Confederation accepts the obligations contained in the
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United Nations Charter and iswilling to carry them out.

Please accept, Mr. Secretary-General, the assurances of our highest consideration.

Berne, 20 June 2002 On behaf of the Swiss Federal Council:

The President of the Swiss Confederation

The Chancellor of the Swiss Confederation
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