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The end of cold war and the development of globalization have promoted the mutual
dependencies between all nations and brought about dramatic changes in world’s economic
order. The treaty of Maastricht provided a legal foundation for the European Union (EU) to
forcefully build up its diplomatic ties with Asian countries and to play a much more
significant role in global power play. Since the mid-1990s, The EU has taken major steps
trying to counter the unilateral muscle of the U.S.A, and to strengthen the missing-link in the
global equilibrium defined by countries in the Europe, the upcoming Asia and the U.S.A..

The major objective of this thesis is to explore the EU’s external relations with Asian
nations, especially, the relational progress between the EU and the Korean peninsula. The
external relation of EU takes a three-layer formation: the first layer is oriented toward
common commercial policy; the second layer is structured under CFSP framework; the third
layer covers EU’s bi-lateral and multi-lateral relationships with the rest of the world — the
EU started to establish connections with the countries surrounding the Mediterranean in the
early 1960s; the EU signed trade agreements with EFTA and Latin American countries in the
1970s; The EU is now uncompromisingly trying to restructure its relationships with nations
from the formal Soviet Union, the Central Eastern Europe and the Asia.

Located in north-eastern Asia, the Korean peninsula is the focal point of the U.S.A,,
China, Japan, and Russia and is of great strategic importance to all aforementioned nations.
To deal with the impending threats of the North Korea and to protect the political stability and
economic interest between the EU and the Korean peninsula, the EU attempts to expand the
CFSP to north-eastern Asia. South Korea is now an important trade partner of the EU, and the
EU has shown sound support for South Korea’s sunshine policy. Along with the stronger
economic link between the South Korea and the EU, comes the increasing shared democratic,
civil society values between the two. In addition, to make its undertakings in the Korean
peninsula complete, the EU has also provided food aid, humanitarian assistance, and technical
assistance to the North Korea. The EU becomes a member of KEDO in 1997; dialogue
between North Korea and the EU begins in1998 and a formal diplomatic relation between the
two is in existence since 2001.

KeyWords Asia Europe Meeting(ASEM), Common Commercial Policy(CCP), Common
Foreign and Security Policy(CFSP), Development Cooperation Policy, Korean Peninsula
Energy Development Organization(KEDO)
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