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Abstract

Book choosing and book review are the extensions of the publishing activities.
They influence not only the readers, who depend on them to choose books, but also
the publishers, who regard them as useful tools for promotion, that is, wherever they
are put in or whomever they are done by (such as the newspapers, journals,
broadcasting, TV, internet or bookstores) their importance can’ t never be
overemphasized. In fact, the whole mechanism of book choosing and book review
has become the most important part of the publishing activities and its related events.

There are two main purposes in the study: firstly, the study tries to explore the
whole mechanism of book review and book choosing through analyzing the Eslite
Reader magazine with content analysis as well as in-depth interview. By doing so,
the study expects to make some possible suggestions for the Edlite Reader editorsto
improve their magazine in the future, which is the second purpose of the study. The
specific goals of the study are as follow:

1. Analyzing the book review section of the Edlite Reader with content analysis;

2. Exploring how the book reviews are produced and what messages they wish to
convey and evaluating their influences through analyzing the outside environment,
including the authors, reviewers, publishers and medium of book review.

Accordingly, the study finds out that people who do the job of book review in
Taiwan can be generally put into three categories: the culture commentators, like
Nanfang Shuo and Y ang Chao of the literati; the experts or the scholars, usualy are
the authoritative professors and the fellows of the Academia Sinica; the
free-lance-readers.

In addition, through content analysis, we would like to suggest the Edlite
Reader editors to improve at the parts of “ comparing with the other works”,
“evaluation of the book” and “ drawbacks and good quality of the book introduction”
while keep working on the part of “ description of the content of the book” , which are



the four important evaluation indexes set by the researcher of the study. The other
three evaluation indexes are “ suitableness of the book to its readers’, “ scope, style
and perspective of the book being reviewed” and “ acceptance of the readers’.

Keywords Bookreview The sociology of literature Book selection
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