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Abstract

My thesis sets out to explore how our body develops other forms of perception as the
foundation of existence when suffering from sightlessness, or, in other words, how the blind regain
the ability of living through limited forms of perception.

I will bring into focus by touching on the blind person’s intentionality of touching, hearing,
spatiality, time, and the relationship between him/her and the others. A phenomenological approach
was used here, and I will apply Merleau-Ponty’s concept, in Phenomenology of perception, to this
thesis. In Merleau-Ponty’s view , " body-subject | is the fundation connecting the human with the
world. This concept might be a better way to realize how the blind is able to develop other forms of
perception to carry on his/her life since the visible world often regards the other as an object
contrasting to the invisible world. In such a way, the idea of " body-subject ;| might be significant.

This thesis is laid out as following:

1. Touching: The most real perception for the blind. Replacing seeing, touching becomes the
most important way for the blind to learn and know new things. It is also the main ability of living
for the blind to explore the dark world.

2. Hearing: The way for the blind to directly gain information. The thesis will try to find out
whether or not the blind person’s ability of hearing is delicate than the one who can see. My answer
is that the improvement of the sense of hearing of the blind is a result of concentration, an instinct
of being alive. However, because the characteristic of sound is transient, the intentional-arc of the
blind person’s recognition would be weakened when the source of sound is more than one.

3. Situational spatiality: The blind retains the ability of realizing the spatiality even though
he/she loses sight. However, that space must be a situational spatiality which is able to cross-refer
from the circumstance. Through this kind of reference, the blind can extend the perception of the

spatiality.



4. Time: The texture of time of the blind is similar to the one who can see. And yet, she/he has a
unique ability to sense time, which involves in psychic experience occurring in the corporeal
schema of a spatial and temporal unity.

5. Being-in-the-world: The relationship between the others and me is considered complicated. It
is more true to the blind since he/she maybe more sensitive. Also, the autonomy of the blind is
always neglected in the mainstream ideology.

To sum up, everyone has his/her unique way to live and has the right to be recognized and

respected. The blind is no exception.

Key words : none
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