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Abstract

The purposes of this study are to understand the attitudes toward life-death and life-death
education of the elementary parents, to explore the factors that affect parents' attitudes toward
life-death and life-death education, the relationships between them, and the needs of life-death
education of the elementary students from the parental viewpoint.

Finally, to provide specific suggestions to be the reference based on the findings of the
study to the development of life and death education in e ementary schools.

Questionnaire survey has been adopted in this study, and that samples were the elementary
parents of Chia-yi County. Under the method of stratified random sampling, picking 864
parents as the study samples, and gets 698 valuable samples. The retrieving rate is 80.79
percent, altogether. The research instrument entitled “ The Elementary Parental Attitudes
Towards Life and Death Education Questionnaire” was edited by the researcher from the
offshore and the domestic literatures. The material was analyzed through statistical
approaches such as descriptive statistics, T test, one way ANOVA and Pearson
product-moment correlation, etc. The main findings are as follows:

1. The elementary parents expressed positive attitudes toward life and death.

2. The elementary parents expressed above moderately attitudes of life-death education.

3. The female parents had more knowledgeable concerning childhood death-related topics
than male parents.

4. Differences of life-death feelings among parents with different sex, age, vocation,
educational level, assurance, numbers of children and the state of economy were
significant.

5. Differences of the attitudes toward life-death education among parents with different sex,
educational level, religiosity, assurance, and the state of economy were significant.

6. Differences of life-death knowledge among parents with different school |essons
performance of child and the level of reasonable with death were significant.

7. Differences of life-death feelings among parents with different surrounding backgrounds
were significant.

8. Differences of attitudes toward life-death education among parents with different
surrounding backgrounds were significant.

9. There was a significant positive correlation between parents’ attitudes toward life-
death and parents' attitudes toward life-death education. The more positive attitudes toward
life-death, the higher they needed and accepted life-death education.

10. Parents suggested the following list of topics were more important of the contents of life
and death education program at elementary school
1). The cycle of life: Life cycle in nature as manifested by plant and animal life. The human

life cycle ~ birth, growth, aging, disease, and death.



2). To treasure life: To understand that the life expectancy is unpredictable and know how
to take care health, to experience the loss of life and to cope with the emations.

3). The problems of adolescence and suicide: To discuss the suicidal problems concerned
with the adolescence and society, then to respect to the life.

4). Hospice: How to live with the terminals and assist family members to tale care them.

5). The bereavement of death: To understand the emotions when relatives died, and the
affections to the survivors.

Based on the findings of this study, some suggestions are offered to the parents, to the
elementary school teachers and administrations, to the educational administrative
organizations, and to the future research about this field.

Key words:

Elementary parents

Attitudes toward life and death

Attitudes toward life and death education
Death education

Needs of life and death education
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1 29183 1.1156 429087 66.4022 6619  .6127 .7698

2 23510 1.0888 43.4760 69.9898 4669 4706 .7843

3 24904 1.0901 43.3365 68.9200 5288  .4470 .7799

4* 2.0817 1.0981 43.7452 69.1183 5124 4854 .7810

5 27788 11543 43.0481 65.6885 6765 .5660 7679

6* 38894 10131 419375 823584 -2015 .3640 .8254

7 22933 11612 435337 71.1100 3688  .4278 .7913

8 21683 1.0566 43.6587 74.2549 2366  .3820 .7998

9 28990 11096 429279 65.9513 6934  .6454 .7675

10 31538 12376 426731 659119 6089  .6523 .7722

11 23125 11478 435144 67.5167 5750 .4369 .7759

12 22788 1.1914 435481 69.6788 4315  .5044 .7866

13 26923 11257 43.1346 68.3006 5435 5356 .7785

14 29279 11629 428990 67.8207 5486  .4875 7778

15 41202 1.0723 41.7067 81.1455 -1354 .3608 .8233

16 4.4712 1.0116 41.3558 81.2931 -.1445 3360 .8221

Alpha=.7997 Standardized item apha=.7892
P * g = py  Alpha= .8687 Standardized item alpha= .8685
[Tl i ¥y |
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1* 27476 11649 56.1905 45.3511 1080  .5453 .6131
2 4.0905 1.1560 54.8476 42.7422  .2861 .4909 .5846
3* 44667 .8479 544714 446714 2658 2576 .5908
4 45333 .8811 544048 43.0842  .3927 .4752 5745
5 43524 8747 545857 44.0811 3062  .3712 .5855
6 43048 1.0318 54.6333 43.6018 .2742 .6302 .5875
7 44476 9482 544905 43.6018 .3285 .6291 .5811
8 2.8000 1.3153 56.1381 43.3994 2502 .5252 .5904
9 39952 11260 54.9429 423875 -.0019 5025 .6287
10 25905 1.1673 56.3476 47.1642  .2125 5748 .5965
11 46286 .7857 543095 43.7590 4371 4343 .5827
12 28476 13645 56.0905 43.2674  .4289 .6728 .5551
13 29286 13087 56.0095 39.2119 3774 6451 .5665
14* 32810 13456 55.6571 404114 -.1809 .4089 .6657
15 3.8381 12876 551000 50.0350 .0391 .3086 .6271
16  3.0857 13492 558524 46.0617  .4389 .5866 .5534
Alpha= .6092 Standardized item apha= .6424
M2 = py  Alpha= 7147 Standardized item al pha= .7048
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1 1.6143 .5347 14.2714 14.0552 .6969 .7860 .8922

2 1.5619 5254 14.3238 14.0478 .7138 .8096 .8913

3 1.5857 .5575 14.3000 14.1727 .6317 .5435 .8963

4* 1.8048 .6225 14.0810 13.8451 .6265 4191 .8968

5 15714 .5927 14.3143 13.9199 .6475 .5015 .8951

6 1.8667 .6197 14.0190 13.3489 7513 .5885 .8873

7* 1.9524 .6617 13.9333 13.1917 7293 .6895 .8890

8 1.9143 .6432 13.9714 13.2528 .7407 .7386 .8880

o* 2.0143 7220 13.8714 13.4810 .5909 .5486 .9015
Alpha=.9038 Standardized item alpha= .9066

[1 *RE %[y Alphas .8801 Standardized item alpha= .8843

i :*f%w 112 P

(B¢ W HTfIpES

10* 1.8333 5917 8.7000 5.6464 6313 AT762 .8864

11 17714 .6149 8.7619 5.4167 .6906 .5835 .8775

12 1.6905 .5657 8.8429 5.5015 7349 .6146 .8700

13 1.7524 .6230 8.7810 5.3681 .6981 .6082 .8765

14 1.7524 .5228 8.7810 5.5307 .8001 .7015 .8615

15 1.7333 .5316 8.8000 5.6153 7437 6471 .8694
Alpha= .8924 Standardized item a pha= .8950

S EA RN AIpha= .8864 Standardized item alpha= .8902

g PR i

(=)5-d Mﬁ?f' J%i'b?ﬁﬁ

16* 1.7810 5047 15.9429 16.7240 .5142 14929 .8620

17* 1.5905 .5567 16.1333 16.8051 .5398 .6105 .8604

18* 1.5667 .6013 16.1571 16.8508 4794 4328 .8647

19 2.3571 .8307 15.3667 14.6065 .6744 .7966 .8476

20 2.3952 .8306 15.3286 14.5853 .6783 .7961 .8472

21 2.3000 9179 15.4238 14.3698 .6274 4566 .8549

22 1.8000 .5687 15.9238 16.0994 .6915 .6287 .8490

23 18571 .6253 15.8667 15.9247 .6539 5811 8506

24 2.0762 .7081 15.6476 15.5499 6317 .5394 .8517

Alpha= .8685 Standardized item alpha= .8733

iES Eg& 1 Alpha= .8636 Standardized item alpha= .8701

ff gt (AR SR

() FEIH T H%KET

25* 1.6000 .6125 10.1762 9.6578 4897 .3494 .8427

26 1.7524 .6230 10.0238 9.1238 .6337 .6182 .8206

27 1.6571 .6160 10.1190 9.2154 .6135 .5968 .8237

28 21143 .83%4 9.6619 7.7272 7425 5875 7942

29 2.2524 .8848 9.5238 7.8009 6704 5813 8111

30 2.4000 .9444 9.3762 7.5851 6575 5797 .8165
Alpha= .8447 Standardized item alpha= .8506

S EA S AIpha= .8427 Standardized item alpha= .8481

g o> (o eI
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3.0524 6356 33.6048 18.0009 5560  .4540 .8550
3.1524 5319 33.5048 18.1363 6587  .5639 .8495
29810 .5947 33.6762 17.7320 .6624  .517/0 .8481
3.1905 .5006 33.4667 18.5946 5925 4056 .8537
6117 33.7190 18.3178 5179 3755 .8574
31714 5350 334857 18.0118 .6838 .5853 .8479
3.0429 5894 33.6143 17.5204 7165  .6081 .8447
3.0476 .6168 33.6095 17.7607 6275 4973 .8502
3.0952 .5088 33.5619 18.5249 5982 5205 .8533
100 28381 .7071 33.8190 18.3403 4232 3575 .8653
11 31810 5751 334762 18.4516 5305 4351 .8566
12 29667 .8030 33.6905 19.0568 2427 2091 .8824

Alpha= .8659 Standardized item alpha= .8778
12 *fE = py  Alpha= .8825 Standardized item alpha= .8844
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