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A Study on Qi-song's Philosophy of Consistency
between Confucianism and Buddhism

(Northern Song Dynasty: 1007-1072)

Abstract

A dialogue and debate within Chinese Buddhism has existed since Buddhism
was introduced into China from India in the Han Dynasty. As Buddhism originated
from India and Confucianism is a key component of Chinese culture, Confucianism
had a major influence on the assimilation of Buddhism into Chinese culture. Today's
Chinese Buddhism is the result of the convergence of these two traditions.

A diadogue means questions and answers between you and me in the narrow
sense. In the broad sense, it a'so means the relation, which exists between people and
things, the growth and decline of different cultures as well as religious traditions.
Hans-Georg Gadamer has pointed out that for a dialogue to occur, there must be a
common languege.

| am concerned about the assimilation of Buddhism into the Chinese culture, as
well asinterested in the changes which happened after Buddhism had experienced the
three stages, which were India monks bringing the sutras into China; trandation of the
sutras, and understanding of the sutras from a Chinese perspective. How could
Buddhism have a dialogue with Confucianism? What happened between the two
traditions when they encountered each other? For Buddhism, what is the influence

and impact of this dialogue during the interaction itsdf?



This thess focuses on the Qrsong's philosophy of consistency between
Confucianism and Buddhism. He was a famous monk who belonged to Yun Men
Section in the Northern Song Dynasty. | have focused on his work Tan Jn Wen Ji
which is followed by a discussion of his theory from Gadamer’s viewpoint of
hermeneutics and finally my point of view. | have aso presented a historical survey of
Northern Song Dynasty in my discourse. It is hoped that this study will bring out
some new viewpoints on these issues and offers different views of Chinese Buddhism

and Rdigious Study.

Keywords: Qi-song, The consistency between Confucianism and Buddhism, Gadamer,
Dialogue dialectics, The understanding as a concrete fusing of horizon, Buddhism in

the Northern Song Dynasty, Y un Men Section
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*“ To understand something is to see how it would apply to the present situation. Gadamer states, “ In the
course of our reflections we have come to see that our understanding always involves something like
applying the text to be understood to interpreter’s present situation.”
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F«Ej %’* H [ :f-ﬁiﬁ What is happening when one reads a classic text? Seven observation of
Hans Georg Gadamer > 'R(F Y™™ -

“Transformation into structure is Dadamer’s way of describing the work of art. An experience of
something has beenf™ translated into a structure that endures and speaks to future generations.”
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of Hans Georg amer ° }%Ld/ i/[ﬁ\ :

“He finds that while there is an interaction of horizons, the reader finds that the temporal distance
between the an ancient text and the interpreter disappears in the act of reading and the text has an
autonomous presence that draws you into its play.”
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happening when one reads a classic text? ;even observation of Hans- Georg Gadamer °
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d=E TPJIE]‘ fligEs %iﬁ What is happening when one reads a classic text? Seven observation of
Hans-Georg Gadamer R i/['* :

“The condition of being as vividly present today as it was its inception.”
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25 STHE I FIL Y 1 “We ask what is that presents of itself so differently in the changing course
of ages and circumstances. It does not disintegrate into the changing aspects of itself so that it would lose
all identity, but it is there in all of them. They all belong to it. They are also contemporaneous

(gleichzeitig) with it. Thus, we have the task of interpreting the work of art in terms of time (Zeit).
(TM120-121)
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Truth and Method Hans-Georg Gadamer 2" rev. ed/ trandation revised by Joel
Weinsheimer and Dondd G. Marshdl, New Y ork: continuum 1995.
Buddhismin China, A Historical Survey , Kenneth Chien New Jersey Princeton

Second Ed. 1973.
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