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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to investigate how the commercial promotion of
the housing projects in the New Municipal Center Area of Taichung actively shapes
the spatial context of the area, especially in the domestic living quarters, and also

reflects the self-image of a certain newly formulated social class.

By observing the on-going housing projects in this area, this research aims to
analyze how the DM text guides and also regulates the production and consumption
of space. Whenever appropriate, some current theories of space, theory of leisure and
theory of consumption have been applied to the analysis. This study has provided a
good collection of the housing project DMs, and a detailed analysis on the targeted

image of a way of life as communicated through these DM texts.

The result of this research finds that the consumption of space in this case (the
housing projects in the New Municipal Center Area, Taichung) has transformed itself
from “functional consumption” to “image consumption.” That is, a house actually
simulates a certain social image through its space. The “spatial discourse” of social
standing has become the guiding force in the production of space.

This analysis has thus discovered a close connection between the commercial
promotion of housing projects, the formulation of social stratification, and the
production and consumption of space. A probing on the interaction between these
social mechanisms has indeed helped our better understading of space and its actual

production.
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