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Abstracts

The purpose of this study is to explore the relationship between a city’s
cultural policy and its style. Our attempt is to illustrate the influence of city
government’s change in cultural policy on the development of city style of
Kaohsiung city. Essentially, a shift in city style generally reveals the distinct
specification of cultural representation of a society, within which morphology
and characteristics of human society is exhibited. The purpose of this study is
to examine the change in city style and aesthetic life of Kaohsiung city in
response to the rebuilding of cultural policy since the shift in political authority

from KMT to DPP in 1998.

Through in-depth interviews, collection and analysis of documents and
datas, we categorized the shift in city style in response to policy changes
according to the feelings of city residents. It is discovered that the shift in style
could be drawn into three aspects: the redirection of cultural policy, the change
in city style, and the general public’s sense and attitude towards consuming
behaviour and aesthetics. Our study provides analysis and interpretation
according to the above-listed fields, as well as suggestions on the

development of local cultural policy for future reference.

After research and analysis, the following conclusions are drawn

respectively:

1. Cultural policy has affected the reconstruction of “city style” of Kaohsiung.
But on the other hand, since the period of reconstructing is still short, the
change has not been significant. Therefore, the policy on building an “Ocean

City” would likely remain a slogan at the moment, instead of having much
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substantial meaning to the city and its residents.

2. There is redirection of “city style” of Kaohsiung that has been different from
those of the past. Points of “light” appear around the city. But since the
period of change is still short, these “lights” have not formed eye-catching

symbols that could represent this city.

3. There is still a sense of dissociation between city residents with arts and
cultural life. The ability of city residents to decode the meaning of arts and
culture is not strong. As a result, residents tend to be passive in their
participation in cultural activities, but, interestingly, rather active in taking the
consumer role. There has not been obvious changes in the cultivation of
residents’ cultural, artistic, or aesthetic taste. Consumerization of public
spaces and attempts to attract consumer behaviour have increased

significantly.

Keywords: cultural policy, city style, style of living
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