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Abstract

The aim of this research was to explore the accompanying experiences of 1CU
cancer patients family members. It adopted hermeneutic-phenomenology as the
research method. The empirical data were collected through field participation and
observation in a hospital ward as well as depth-interviews with three family members of
the ICU cancer patients. It then proceeded to a perspective and comprehensive analysis
of the text. The text was delineated and interpreted on two levels, i.e., the accompanying
situation and the existential situation in ICU, in order to uncover the imbedded

meanings of ICU cancer patients’ family members.

The research found that the accompanying experiences of ICU cancer patients
family members mainly involved two contexts, i.e., the situation of waiting and the
existential comports while accompanying. The former was, basically, to explore the
waiting experiences of ICU cancer patients’ family members in four aspects. space,
body, time and relationship. It was an extreme situation into which the self fell, entailing
fractured, interrupted and uncertain quality. The latter involved two aspects. sense of
loneliness and death under health care situation. The ethical issues regarding accompany
and care were interpreted on the basis of culturally given meanings of existence. A new

meaning of death was thereby disclosed.

The results could facilitate medical professionals’ understanding on the imbedded
meanings of accompanying experience of ICU cancer patients family members. In
clinical medical education, they also could reaffirm the idea that ICU cancer patients,
their family members and medical professionals inseparably made up the wholeness of
accompanying experience, so that doctor-patient and nurse-patient relationship could

truly be endowed with a humanitarian spirit.

key words. intensive care unit, cancer patients family Members, accompanying

experience
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