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A Study on the Employment Difficulties of

Foreign Spouses in Yu-Lin County
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Abstract

In view of the increasing need that Taiwanese marriageable men marry the
foreign women from the Southeast Asia and the Mainland area, there has been
obviously a whiff of upsurge formed by Foreign Spouses coming to Taiwan through
transnational marriage. However, those women may face plenty of difficulties.
Consequently, besides the discussion on the difficulty of life adaptation, the study
aims to explore what kinds of predicament are encountered by Foreign Spouses in
Taiwan labor market, especially those who belong to labor population. Therefore,
three research questions have been proposed as follows: 1. What are the Foreign
Spouses’ motives and pleasures for employment? 2. Are the employment of Foreign
Spouses influenced by the factors, such as the individual, family, society and labor
market structure? 3. Whether the public employment services organization provides
Foreign Spouses any aid and reward incentives system in their employment and
formulates the concrete regulations for the implementation of it? What’s its effect? In
addition, some purposes are expected to be achieved as following: 1. To understand
the Foreign Spouses’ working pleasures and expectations, then provides them to the
government for the promotion of Foreign Spouses to get employed. 2. To understand
the influential factors which they’ve met in obtaining employment, and to offer social
welfare administration and non-profit organization the data for references. 3. To
provide the problems, such as the unequal treatment in working environment and
not-well-protected rights and interests for laboring and legislative organization so that
Foreign Spouses can obtain employment successfully and gain more protection in

labor market.

In this research paper, the definition of Foreign Spouses is given first, and then



the theories including human capital, family conditions, social norms and labor
market comprises the chapter of literature review. This study employs the qualitative
research method, and the the research is based on qualitative interview with nine
Forign Spouses by purposive sampling and the focus group interview with five
attendants in the employment services organization to collect the information. The
interview materials are summed up through the thematic analysis approach: 1. Launch
the new course of life. 2. Hard to achieve the aspiration of employment. 3. The
anticipation of the work: any job is ok. 4. The genuine feeling: chance and expectation.
The four issues are used to describe the Employment Difficulties of Foreign Spouses

in Yu-Lin County.

According to the finding and analysis of this study, there are some suggestions
as follows: 1. The government should cooperate with non-profit organizations to
popularize language and literacy class. 2. The government should advocate the
multicultural exchange and promote the integration of family and society. 3. The
government should revise the labor laws and regulations in order to promote the

employment of Foreign Spouses.

Keywords: Foreign Spouses , transnational marriage, employment difficulties
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