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Abstract

The purpose of this study are mainly to explore the changes about funeral etiquette of

“Ablution Ritual” in Kaohsiung—Ping Tung area as examples and to understand the changes
of the process of ablution rituals, the reasons, the influences and etc..  According to Zhou-Rite
records, the corpse ablution ritual of funeral has been taken with Yi-tray to wash and then wipe.
Evolved so far from washing then wiping the corpse, only wiping technique has been kept in the
ablution rites. In recent years, the corpse SPA was introduced from Japan and the ablution ritual
was processed again form washing then wiping. And it needs to study in depth about the cause of
changes, the process, the impacts, and etc..  Ablution ritual in funeral rites are one part of
encoffining, in terms of modern etiquette, it includes corpse washing, dressing, make-up, and
encoffining. The ablution ritual is very important for the deceased” s families because that is the

last time they can directly contact with the deceased body.

With in-depth interviews and data processing by analysis methods, the results of this study

found as follows:
First, in the Japanese colonial era, the practices and propriety of funeral rites are as follows:
Practice: initial wash, clean, medium without washing, wiping just gestures only. Since the
concept of the agricultural community and general public are hardships of life, they
always hope the deceased to bless the posterity having good jobs and earning money or
becoming the government official. Therefore, the change of this time of funeral rites was
added some words auspicious.
Ritual: Inheriting the traditional filial piety. Traditional Confucian funeral rites have the functions
of making sorrow, gratitude, filial piety, adjusting survivor mood, strengthening friendship
relatives and having many other basic functions to the bereaved.

Second, from the recovery of Taiwan to the 80" s, the practices and propriety of funeral rites are

as follows:

v



Practice: ablution ritual changes into the style of gesture practice and imposes auspicious words
(hope languages). The Rituals of  “daughter in law washing the head and daughter
washing the feet” came out in retrocession epoch of Taiwan. And due to the families
maybe not present to wash the deceased, the ablution ritual becomes a ritual of gestures

performed.

Ritual: do their filial piety and educating the next generation to learn the mean of filial piety. In the
heart of families, ritual process 1s a real recognition to the death of relative. Moreover,
funeral ritual inherited the filial piety and ethical behavior since the Zhou Dynasty and it

attaches great importance to the parent funeral rituals.
Third , from 80" s to current * the practices and propriety of funeral rites are as follows:

Practice: inherited traditional practices, the executor of morticians introduced soup- irrigation and
1t coexist with ablution ritual in market. There 1s no huge change since the recovery of
Taiwan till now, but the ritual is slowly changed into simplify. The ritual of begging-water
and ablution ritual get on a processing rite. On the occasion of the decline of ablution ritual,

the body SPA introduced from Japan is replaced the ritual mentioned-above.

Ritual: making connection with the context of filial piety and reverence for his ancestors. In the
moment of Taiwan, the meaning of funeral ablution ritual 1s associated with the thinking of
filial piety * so that their loved family deceased can be putted in ancestral tablets with their

ancestors after finishing this ritual.

Finally, this study will propose the reform of funeral system according to the findings. As
the funeral culture 1s the universal wisdom derived from collective development and inherited the
rich life meaning of ancestors, therefore, the funeral ceremony in the present should be focus on
human life and humane care. For putting the humane care into the connotation of funeral ritual, it
needs to coordinate the pluralism of thinking systems and to establish mutual coordination, so that

it can serve more humane.

As the post-education of ritual s particularly important, it needs to take the educational
system as the most important thing for the heritage of culture and prolonging the ritual. Then it
needs to deal with professional treatment about the wastewater, so that it can ensure the health of

environmental public, especially the process of wastewater discharged after washing the corpse.



Finally, it should regain using the skill of ablution ritual via using techniques, resources, or
equipment, etc.., in order that the deceased can leave in clean state and maintain their dignity of

life, and then let the family members of deceased can eliminate the grief of heart.

Keyword: Ablution Ritual, System change, Funeral Etiquette, body SPA
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