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Abstract

Film is an important medium of cross-cultural communication, it plays
major role in the shaping of national image. In 2004, Hu Jintao particularly
referred to the two developments of China on Fourth Plenary Session. One
was hard power; another was the training of soft power. Chinese authorities
wanted to go beyond the western countries through the development of
cultural films.

In 2004, Chinese painter in France, Ms. Gao Chunfang felt the French
were unfamiliar on Chinese films, so she found “The Chinese Film Festival in
Paris.” The purpose was to promote the Chinese films to French public, and
this festival was also gradually paid attention by Chinese authorities.
Therefore, the Chinese government has adopted “The Chinese Film Festival in
Paris” to execute “public diplomacy strategy.” The government also hopes the
film's ideology can be accepted by French person.

Chinese economy had gradually reached Europe or American, and the
government also wanted to compete on culture. However, Chinese films won
the reward on West Film Festival and the Chinese image on western films
which often appeared the concepts of “Orientalism.” Therefore, the appearing
of “The Chines Film Festival in Paris” provides China to promote their culture,
as well as they use this opportunity to vindicate the perspectives on Chinese

Orientalism from United States and Europe.

Keywords: Chinese Film Festival, soft power, public diplomacy, orientalism
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