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Abstract:

England has long impressed people with the image of being conventional and
conservative. Individual social status determines his/her chances and types of receiving
education, thus contributing to the inequality of educational access and quality. Nonetheless,
ever since 1960s, the voice of impartiality has emerged and the emphasis on social status has
gradually faded. In such social context, Plowden Report in 1967, based on the concept of
positive discrimination, brought forth policy reformatory program. This program suggested
that the English government select some of the most impoverished areas and offer special
assistance or prioritize subsidy in an active, intervening manner. It aimed to improve the
circumstances in hope that the schools located in these most impoverished areas were capable
of having equal access to development just as the best schools in other regions. Educational
Priority Areas (EPAs) , proposed by England, was unprecedented globally, with the aim at
"equality of educational opportunities” and "social justice™ in hope of achieving "positive
equality.”" With the influence of globalization and knowledge economy, Taiwan underwent not
only the increasing disparity between rich and poor but also the widening gap between city
and countryside. Originally the authority wished that education could foster the class shifting,
which slowed down, though; meanwhile, the education which the disadvantaged group
received also faced severe challenges. As a consequence, Minister of Education, GUO,
Wei-Fan, introduced the concept of EPAs in 1993. EPAs was tried out in 1995 and
implemented extensively the next year. Since 1972, EPAs in England had gradually received
little emphasis and an increasing number of drawbacks had been noted, hence coming to an
end. This study intends to explore the spirit of EPAs, England, its background and the related
problems after implementation in hope of providing an important lesson for Taiwan, which is
actively putting EPAs into practice.
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0 Richard Hatcher, & Dominique Leblond, “Education Action Zones and Zones d’Education Prioritaires,”

paper presented at the conference on Travelling Policy/Local Spaces: Globalization, Identities and
Education Policy in Europe ( UK: Department of Education, Keele University, June 27-29, 2001 )
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Education Policy in Europe ( UK: Department of Education, Keele University, June 27-29, 2001 )
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> Richard Hatcher, & Dominique Leblond, “Education Action Zones and Zones d’Education Prioritaires,”
paper presented at the conference on Travelling Policy/Local Spaces: Globalization, Identities and
Education Policy in Europe ( UK: Department of Education, Keele University, June 27-29, 2001 )
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Education Policy in Europe ( UK: Department of Education, Keele University, June 27-29, 2001 )
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