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Abstract

The study aims to explore the working condition of the junior high school special
education teachers in Chiayi County and the influence of gender difference on their
positions. The study discusses the reasons for them to choose the job, probing into the
practical difficulties from the gender differences, and exploring the response they give
when facing difficulties and conflicts. The study applied a qualitative research,
conducting the in-depth interview among 6 qualified special education teachers, 3
male and 3 female, from 6 junior high schools in Chiayi County. The results are as
follows.

I. The occupational appeal is the stability. The reason for the subjects to choose the
job is the stability of the position and the position has less competent, comparing to
the normal education teacher. The subjects took four-year professiona training for
special education and were interested in the profession, at least not excluding, so they
choose to be specia education teacher.

I1. The practical difficulties and the gender analysis for special education teacher are
as follows: 1. The job is unfavorable for general people and is considered as a job
relating to caring attendant. Special education teachers in both gender are tended to be
degraded by the mainstream value and status among the faculty is relatively low. 2.
The gender division of labor is obvious on the caring attendant, teaching, disciplinary
education, and administration. It's clear that the work delegation is traditional; the
caring attendant, and complicated occupational training are for female teacher and the
disciplinary education, hard work, and administration are for male teachers. 3. The
emotional labor is heavy. Though it's invisible, the special education teachers bear
bunch of such labor from the interaction with the students and the colleagues. They

have to meet the teaching objectives with a rational and peaceful attitude. The effort



for them to invest is demanding.
I1l. The strategies for the specia education teachers to respond the occupational
difficulties and conflicts are divided. The four strategies are as follows. submission,

objectivity, fight-back, and profession.

Key words: Special education teacher, Working condition, Gender
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