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THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHINA-MALDIVES
RELATIONS: MOMENTUM AND LIMITATIONS

Fang, Tien-Sze
Assistant Professor
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National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

There is a sharp contrast between China and the Maldives. However,
China- Maldives relations have developed significantly and the bilateral
relationship is seen as a model of good relations among big and small
Countries. In order to have a better understanding of this topic, the paper
will first examine the development of China-Maldives relations, and then
look into China’s aid diplomacy towards the Maldives and the latter’s
reciprocal cooperation. This paper will argue, China has a strategic interest
in the Maldives because the island country is located near crucial sea lanes
in the Indian Ocean and is vital to China’s “One Belt One Road” initiative.
Meanwhile, the Maldives need China’s investment and aids for its further
developments. It is the momentums to further the bilateral relationship.
However, countries such as India keep close watch over China's activities in
the region. As a result, there is desire from the third party to limit the

Maldives’ burgeoning relationships with China.
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