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Transforming Army of Gods —The Ritual of

“Conscription and Incense-Sacred Fire”

Among Gods, Ghosts, Man and Army of Gods
Shiu-Jiun Chung

Ph.D. Candidate, Ethnology Department, National Chengchi University

Abstract

Conscription and incense-fire is a kind of folk ritual. The
hosting temple’s gods are in the name of Jade Emperor’s decree,
taking division of spiritual power and ghost as their targets to rein
as heaven army under gods’ command at specific time and
location. The process of ritual not only increases army for primary
gods, and also provides a chance for these ghosts without sacrifice
to become heaven army. This ritual also provides a tranquil life for
human world adherents, and provides another Han-Chinese
Society’s thinking aspect toward stake and linked relations among

gods, ghost, man and “Army of gods”.

By fieldwork survey, I noted several conscription and incense-
fire rituals in detail, to study heaven army’s roles under the
category of gods’ belief and the influence which projects feudal

institution that deeply rooted in civil society. The meaning behind
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the ritual reflects the authority of primary gods’ belief and its
linked relations.

Besides, between a primary god and its conscripted soldiers,
and the demand and necessity of making a pilgrimage and division
of incense fire in ancestral temple, I am going to interpret
conceptual ancient feudal institution which is kept in the civil
society until now, and the reappearance as well as emphasis in
belief ritual. Based on different roles and functions in belief
context of ancestral temple’s soldiers and the transformation from
division of spiritual power and ghost into heaven army, I analyze
the civil social cooperation pattern among local adherents and
establish a life boundary that meets up with adherents’ needs, and
showing the mechanism for democratic elimination in the world of

theocracy, which hidden in the believer’s mind.

Keywords: Conscription and incense-sacred fire, Division of
spiritual power and ghost, Army of deity, Five-barrack

army, Pilgrimage and division of incense-fire
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