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A Study on the Effects of Priming
Situation on College Students’ Death
Anxiety:

The Exploration on State-Trait Anxiety

Tsai, Ming-Chang"

Abstract

The present study aim to examine the effects of priming
situation on college students’ death anxiety and state-trait anxiety,
to analyze the relationships between college students’ death anxiety
and state-trait anxiety before and after the providing of priming
situation, and to understand the influence of priming situation on
college students’ death anxiety by the viewpoint of state-trait
anxiety theory. The subjects were 171 voluntarily undergraduates.
They finished the ‘State-Trait Anxiety Inventory (STAI)’ and
‘Death Anxiety Scale for Undergraduate Students (DASUS)’ before
and after watching the priming film of death anxiety. The main
results of this study included: (a) After priming of death anxiety

situation, the state anxiety and death anxiety were increased
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significantly, but the trait anxiety was similar; (b) The relationships
between college students’ death anxiety and state-trait anxiety were
significant both before and after priming of death anxiety situation,
but the relationship between college students’ death anxiety and
state anxiety was closer after priming of death anxiety situation; (c)
The death anxiety dimensions of ‘loss of relationship’ and
‘helplessness and suffering’ had no significant relationships with
state-trait anxiety until the priming of death anxiety situation; and
(d) The relationship between death anxiety dimension of ‘afterlife
and judgment’ and state-trait anxiety had no change, while the
relationships between other death anxiety dimensions and state

anxiety were closer due to the priming of death anxiety situation.

Keywords: Death Anxiety, State-Trait Anxiety,

Priming Situation
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