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Abstract

National Student Art Competition has for years played the role of both representing and leading art
education in Taiwan. To understand the criteria for evaluationg children’s drawings and to infer mainstream
aesthetic trend in Taiwanese art education, this research analyzes form, content, and context of awarded works as
well as judges’ comments. Awarded works of 5-6th graders, 140 of them, from 2002 to 2011 are included in the
study. Through iconographical and documentary analysis, this resarch identifies the following
commoncharacteristics and standards found in and applied to judge the works: (a) themes are distinguishable and
compositions are balanced; (b) forms of the works meet the mental and drawing development of 5-6th graders;
(c) the paintings are characterized by local-cultural themes; (d) works should be both sensible and sensitive. To
boost artmaking energy, the research recommeds hosts of future children’s art competition and practictioners in

art education to encourage multiple style, content and media.
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