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Restructuring the Relation between State and Schoolteachers:
Toward Corporatist Interest Intermediation

Ming-Sho Ho

Associate Professor of Sociology, Nanhua University

Abstract

Democratization is a process of political inclusion, especially for those hitherto
excluded groups. In Taiwan's democratization, significant changes take place in
the linkage between state and civil society. This paper studies the historical
change of Taiwan teachers' organizations from the perspective of intermediation
of state and interest groups. Before the 1995 Teacher Act, schoolteachers were
repressed in the sense that their organization were little channeled but highly
constrained. This fact flied in the face of the predominant view which took the
teachers' organizations before the lifting of martial law as an example of state
corporatism. After 1995, school, local and national levels of Teachers'
Associations were legalized. Compared to the previous situation, Teachers'
Associations were closer to the corporatist model in that they were less
constrained while more channeled. The fact the 1995 Teacher Act was a
compromise between teachers' human right movement and conservative
government meant this modus vivendi was not stable in the first place. With a
more liberalized regime, schoolteachers were able to mount a more powerful

campaign to lift existing constraints.
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