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The Dispute Concerning Qi Transformation Is
Neither-arising-nor-ceasing in the “Commentary of the
Zhengmeng”: Differences between Chu Hsi, Gao Pan

Long, Xu Bi Da, and Wang Fuzhi’s Interpretation of Zheng
Meng
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Abstract

“Is Tai Xu a paradox?” This article discusses the differences between
Gao Pan Long and Xu Bi Da’s interpretation of Zheng Meng, and what
these interpretations meant to the scholars in Ming and Qing Dynasty
who interpreted Zheng Meng. Although Chu Hsi did not annotate the
whole Zheng Meng, he started a trend of interpretations of Zheng Meng
in the Ming and Qing Dynasty. He used the idea “Principle before
Matter” to interpret Zheng Meng’s “Xu and Qi as One”, and this
interpretation had great influences on the Zheng Meng annotators in
Ming and Qing Dynasty. However, Wang Fuzhi had another clever
explanation. He explained “Xu and Qi as one” with the metaphysical
meaning of Qi. He also pointed out the questionable interpretations by
Chu Hsi, and showed its differences with Zhang Zai’s Qi Theory. Firstly,
this article discusses how Chu Hsi used his idea of “Principle before
Matter” to reinterpret Zheng Meng, hence to provide evidence for the
argument that Zhang Zai’s theory is paradoxical. Secondly, this article
discusses how Wang Fuzhi’s idea of “Principle within Matter” is used to
criticize the inappropriate annotations by Chu Hsi. Finally, by
distinguishing Principles and Matters, this article explains why Wang
Fuzhi had clarified that Zhang Zai’s theory is not paradoxical.

Keywords: Tai XU Ji Qi, Ximing, The Tai Ji diagram, Differentiation
between Li and Qi, Unity of the heaven and man






