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The double dance between journalists and net
pals for creating incredible moral judgments.
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Abstract:This study is about the journalism ethical issues in the
Internet age. Internet promotes freedom of speech, but also
causes information chaos, invasion of privacy, and wrong
perceptions etc. There are so many biases, scandals, gossips, and
privacies in the Internet forum. Journalists always adopt those
extreme, sensational, unfair and harmful opinions that appeared
in the Internet without caring about news professional
responsibility and doing harms to others by their reports, as well
as shaping incorrect public cognitions of news events.

This study has three conclusions of the journalism ethical
issues in the Internet age: 1. Language and Symbolic Power: the
unfair criticisms, prejudiced are glut in the Internet, and
journalists use those in their report contents. 2. A relay race
mode: journalists pay more attentions about ratings, and throw
up their responsibility, they follow net pals, use their comments,
sometimes are subjective and sensational, Journalists and net
pals are sharing, cooperating to achieve mutual benefits. Their
benefits and pleasures are building upon the persons who are
involved in news events. 3. A self-image framing: Journalists’
news reports are sometimes quite subjective and deliberately
hostile. Although the person who is involved in a news story
denies or has some explanations about the story line, he or she
may still be described unfairly in news reports. It is the
“ imaginary framing” adopted by journalists that invades news
characters’ privacies in a shameless way. We should review the
journalism ethics and professionalism, and ask journalists to be
gatekeepers, not rumormongers.

Keywords:language power, professionalism, self-image framing,
net pals say
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