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Action Research on Using Picture Books as Media for
“Respect” Character Education on Second Grade Students

in Elementary School

Pei-Jung Yang
Teacher,Ershui Elementary SchoolChanghua county

Abstract

This study adopted action research method to explore the effectiveness of the
implementation of using picture books as media for “Respect” character education on
2" grade students in elementary school, to offer solutions to the problems and
difficulties encountered during the teaching process, and to give suggestions and
recommendations for the implementation of character education curriculum.  Using
three picture books, "Smelly Lamb! Silly Goose!", "Crocodile and Giraffe, Moving
Back and Forth", "Elephant Dede', all of which are with "Respect™ character
education relevant content, as teaching media, the researcher carried out a serious of
teaching activities for a total of eight lessons within four weeks of time. The
information collected includes: learning sheets, feedback, student interviews,
anecdotal records, classroom observations, reflection notes and so on. The results are
as follows:
1. The effective implementation of character education: picture books are educational,
students learn kindness from them and are able to show good behavior. Picture
books often implicit character education issues and experiences in many ways, which
educators can be used as teaching guide and extend for further discussion, therefore
students have a more specific learning model.  Using picture books as media for
character education for 2" grade students in elementary school is considered feasible
and effective, very worthy of promotion and implementation.
2. Problems and difficulties encountered during the teaching process of character
education and their solutions: In teaching aspect, in order to improve the situation of
insufficient number of picture books in the classroom, the researcher used multimedia
facilities to present the story. During activities, the researcher clarified the core
values of picture books through discussion with students, helping them think toward a
positive disposition and acquire good characteristics. In curriculum aspect, the
appropriateness of the picture books chosen, the editing of lesson plans and learning
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sheets, and the insufficient of content research questions and problems encountered.
Researcher has found the solutions from dialogues with the advising professor as well
as collaborating fellow teachers.

3. Reflection from the action research: Using picture books in teaching helps
implementing character education from different angles. The researching process
helps develop and adjust personal teaching experience, as well as enhance
professional knowledge and research ability.

Keywords: character education, picture books, action research
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