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A Study on the Fifth and Sixth Graders’ Rationalization of Corporal
Punishment at Elementary School
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A Study on the Fifth and Sixth Graders’ Rationalization of
Corporal Punishment at Elementary School

Wen-Chi Wu

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the fifth and sixth graders’
rationalization of corporal punishment at elementary school. Stratified random
sampling was used to draw 737 students among 12 schools. The descriptive statistics,

correlation analysis, and regression model analysis were used in this study.

The results of this study showed that: ( 1 ) Corporal punishment is still being
taken at elementary school and some fifth and sixth graders’ are used to rationalize the
corporal punishment from their teachers. (2 ) The fifth and sixth graders’ experiences
influence their attitude to the corporal punishment from their teachers. ( 3 ) The
authority of the teachers influence the attitude of the corporal punishment in fifth and

sixth graders’.

Finally, based on the findings, this study proposed some relevant suggestions for

the teachers and researchers.

keywords: punishment - corporal punishment - rationalization
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