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A Study on Special Funerals—A Case Study on Home Funeral
Ceremony of the Family That Three Generations of Five

Persons in Changhua County
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Abstract

What the funeral business offer nowadays, is not only to keep the funeral venue clean and
bright, make the traffic flow clearly, but also ask the servants to be nice-dressing, good-
behaving, and exquisitely- servicing. On the surface, funeral services have become more and

more perfect.

However, most of the literatures from ancient to present are talking about the rules when
there is only a person passed away in one time. According to his or her seniority in the family
and social status when he or her was still alive, his or her family members would take suitable
funeral process and use the funeral articles that meet his or her status. Therefore, what if we
catch a case that more than one person passed away in one time because of natural disasters?
When all the deceased are in different gender and seniority in the family, we would not have
any formal literatures and customs to follow. Then we would have to refer those ancient

literatures and use them flexibly to make sure we had host a special funeral.

Since each person has different ideas, people hardly notice the results of referring those
ancient literatures may not be very suitable, they would even cause lots of jokes out of
unconscious. The researchers wishes to use their ability to sort out and review those literatures
which can be referred in this research, investigating the basic customs that fits a special funeral,

and see if it can reach the goal of general funeral.

This research takes an accident social case as an example. By the funeral process —home
funeral ceremony of the family of the five deceased, in the motivation of academic research
and organizing, without touching the death contraindications, we are going to arrange these
data into a species of literatures. We wished to offer this to authorities and make it as reference
when people need special funeral rituals. It can also become a reference among the funeral

business.The research pointed out these following truth.

(a)A special funeral of more than one person or more than one generation can normally be

known as an explaination to any problems in funeral customs.

(b)When holding a special funeral, the attitude, profession and maneuvering of the funeral

directors are most important.

(o)If we take steps of "ordering pray of grouping ", it may lead to a simplier progress of a home

1ii



ceremony of the family that many generations of many persons.

(d)Though this case may not fit into all of the situations of a home ceremany that contents
generations one time, the time of the funeral part can still reference"sending obituaries
together", "using funeral hall together", "joint home funeral ceremony of the family", and
also, cremating before the funeral ceremony is now an useful health concept. We hope this

can become a trend in the future.

At last, according to the result of the research, we bring forward suggestions to the
government and those researchers who will keep in this part, and give advices to those family
who can't afford a funeral ceremony to choose different ways by the government, such as joint
public memorial, memorial or music concert. These methods can solve problems in customs,

grief healing, and decrease the burden of a family to hold a funeral ceremony.

Keywords: Special Funeral, Funeral of Family, Funeral of Family That Many Persons, Funeral

of Family That Generations of Many Persons.
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