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Interpretation & Freedom — Study on People
and Daily Life under the Horizon of Mass Culture

Hsiao I-Ling

Associate Professor of Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Cheng

University

Abstract

Two basic consciousnesses of questioning exist in the contemporary researches
into mass culture from which two horizons of mass culture are derived. The first
research orientation is represented by the theories of cultural industry as its
consciousness of questioning centers on “What the mass culture can do for the
masses?” The second orientation is represented by cultural research schools, with its
consciousness of questioning focusing on a different one, “What the masses can do
for the popular culture?” In other words, mass culture is the modern product. In
view of this point, this text considers that the question about if it is an attitude of
freedom or flee toward mass culture will depend on how we will face modernity.
Centered on this issue, the consciousness of questioning in this text is: Where will
our knowledge concern be placed in face of mass culture? How will we face such
two academic examples, make choice and find one way to be compatible with mass

culture?

This text aims to clarify this issue through the analysis of Dasein in daily life
by Martin Heidegger, and further to combine the theories of hermeneutics by
Hans-Georg Gadamer and Paul Ricoeur in hopes of helping modern people under

mass culture to find a way to gain better understanding of mass culture.

Key Word : Mass Culture, Cultural Industry, Modernity, Dasein, Narration
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