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A Glimpse of Morality, and Related Issues on
Meditative Mental States

Yuh-Hai, Wang

Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of Natural Healing Sciences, Nanhua
University

Abstract

Morality is a unique gift of human being. Its beauty and magnificence not
only surprises but also confuses many scholars. With the progress of research in
cognitive sciences > people gradually understand that > like language capability >
morality is not just a product of socialization process. Human brain needs to be
pre-configured so that the "pipeline" of morality may be installed and acquired
while we are young. With the help of functional magnetic resonance imaging
technology> emotional and moral character is no longer an abstract human quality »
but something you may actually "see". We also realize that although the prefrontal
cortex of the brain plays as the CEO of our rational mind > the emotional functions
dispersed all over the brain are capable of manipulating our decision-making behind
the scene. This paper is present to introduce several possible experimental designs
regarding this transdisciplinary study. Possible mechanisms related to meditation
training are also discussed at the end.

Keywords : prefrontal lobe, limbic system, fMRI, event-related potential ( ERP)
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