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Interpretation of the Classics in Life-and-Death
Studies---Take Elisabeth Kibler-Ross’

On Death and Dying as an Example

Chang-Hsiung Tsai

Assistant Professor, Department of Life-and-Death Studies, Nan-Hua University

Abstract

This essay purports to bring into reflection the classics teaching of life-and-death
studies in general education under the perspective of “radical education of classics.”
Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross” On Death and Dying is taken as an Example of the classics
interpretation in this newly-developed discipline. It is hoped that with the creative
interpretation of this classical text, the critical issues of modern life-and-death studies
will be discerned, and with the understanding built upon this discussion, the goals of

life-and-death studies in general education will also be clarified.

For this discursive purpose, this essay firstly focuses on the debate over the issue,
whether On Death and Dying deserves being treated as a classic in the life-and-death
studies. A hermeneutic reconstruction and dialectical analysis on the academic context
of the text is provided henceforth. Secondly, it takes the notion, “disclosure of the
sequestration of death” as the mainline of interpretation. Then, it follows with several

thematic interpretations of the text including “the restoration of spiritual phenomenon

29 ¢ 2 ¢

of dying,” “existential hopes,” “accompanying situation and grief adjustment of
family members,” and “death education of medical staff.” Finally, the meaning of the

text as a classic is viewed under the point of “holistic calling of death awakening.”

Keywords: death, dying, life-and-death studies, classics, interpretation
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