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Interpretation of the Classics between Leo

Strauss and Hans-Georg Gadamer

Chung-ping Wei

Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Institute of Public Administration and
Policy, Nan-Hua University

Abstract

This article intends to give a preliminary analysis of the controversy between two
important thinkers in our time, Leo Strauss and Hans-Georg Gadamer, upon some
questions of how to interpret classic texts. For the purpose of having a good grip and
treatment on the core questions of this controversy, we firstly describe and discuss
these two thinkers’ related theories of interpretation respectively. With the help of the
background knowledge gained afore, we proceed to dive into tackling the main
disputes found out in some private letters and public articles changed between these
protagonists. Our main argument is that under the surface of the disputes there lies a
deeper rift across their theories of interpretation from which the disagreements
aroused. And this rift, it can be said, originated from their embracing some kind of
totally different ideas of Historicism and Truth. Additionally, it must be stressed here
that though huge differences on theory-level exit between these two thinkers, there are
no such ones on practice-level. Both of them exhibit a highly respectfully humble and
self-reflective attitude when facing these great classic texts.

Keywords: Leo Strauss, Han-Georg Gadamer, interpretation of the classics,
Historicism, Truth
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