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Chuang Tze’s View of Truth and
Language

Lai, Hsi-San”

Abstract

Taoism has a profound view on language, but its complexity has to
be clarified by taking the context of Being, consciousness, and language
into account. We, through the interpretation of Chuang Tze, discover
that “transcending knowledge and language” is a realistic understanding
based on the foundation of “ontological origin”. This means also what
is said that, in the entire tranquility, life thrives in a total silence. And
the ideas that “knowledge is teaching without language” and
“knowledge is teaching with genuine language” converge on the level of
“ontological revealing” shows the Taoist position regarding teaching
and language. Finally, this article intends to explain that the
correspondence between nominalism of language and ontology is
precisely what is criticized by Taoism about the alienation of language.
However, “teaching genuine knowledge without using language”
remains a problem. This problem has to be addressed by referring to
both the ontological and the anthropological basis. This reference also
expresses the idea that “true human” and “genuine knowledge” are
situated on the same stage. It is due to this idea that “true human” can
communicate with Being.

Key Words: Chuang Tze, Truth, Language, Being

*MA.in philosophy, National Centual University.
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