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Polis in Philosophy and History

Yuann, Jeu-Jenq*

Abstract

It is well-known that polis entails a position of
crucial importance in Aristotle's Politics. Aristotle, even
knowing that there are other forms of political association,
expounds, right in the beginning of the treatise, that polis is
the best and the most perfect form of political association.
Moreover, Aristotle moves forward to explain, by his idea of
physis, the assertion that polis is the only association leading
its citizens towards the common good. Some arguments and
analyses regarding Aristotle's Politics endeavor to explain the
author's theoretical implication of polis, but they fail to take
into account the question, why would Aristotle begin in his
treatise by affirming that polis is the best and the most perfect
form of political association? By answering this question, I
attempt to explain that 'observations' on the basis of which
Aristotle makes his assertion, do not refer to 'theoretical
contemplations' but ‘historical facts'. For this reason, I, by
adopting a historical approach, try in this article to
expose the historical background consisting in
Aristotle's political treatise.

Key Words: Aristotle, Polis (City-State), Physis
(Nature), History of Ancient Greece

* Department of Philosophy, Tunghai University
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WEFESL RMEBRRIPRAARLEI RABOREIHE - F 50

A. H. M. Jones, Athenian Democracy (Cambridge: Basil Balckwell, 1977) »

#% = % » "The Athenian Democracy and Its Critics”, pp. 41-72.
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CWEERLEN HENMELRREGREEABARE
HEEBE S TENEIRESES R HEREAREAM
BABHETWEY  BF E—EEXWEFERLREA
wREXEARNATEEE ARCHFABEZNRZES

4 A. C. Bradley, "Aristotle's Concept of the state” A Companion to
Avistotle’s Politics D. Keyt and F. D. Miller, Jr. eds.(Cambridge Mass.,:
Basil Blackwell, 1991), p. 19.

5~ AR E Y%L OB MEHE Protagoras of Abdera £ 46 5% & ) ¥ 4
ZPBA LG —OBERE TARRBR—UFEHHE-RE > HNR
MEARP AR MRTH A Ak, "Humans are the measure
of all things - of things that are, that they are, of things that are not, that
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Greek Philosopbical Terms (New York: New York University Press, 1967), p.
131.

7. A. C. Bradley, "Aristotle's Concept of the state”, op. cit., p. 20.
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°. E. Barker, The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle (New york: Russel &
Russel, 1959), p. 218.

© Ibid.
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B. A. C. Bradley, "Aristotle's Concept of the state", op. cit., p. 24.
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E. Barker, The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle, op. cit., p. 221.
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1 Aristotle, Posterior Analytics 72b in The Complete Works of Aristotle, J.
Barnes ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984), p. 117.



_HERBETHRE 17

MEBER, V- Bradley WEE - HEHBEWEL  TEKS
B "HBAERR ., EFXLRRKAR—EEENHRE
REFE-SREBETEHFSBY "IHEIAE, ZARE -
HILAEBBRENAE  REBEERSEEERNE
WL EZF > FENBEBRMT -

m-TERW L WE SRR

EFNNERBRSERTHEENSHEN THRITER
i, BIIZERER > Barker SR FIEEYEE -

RADENMS#e) "TARBME, AR EAITAH
HARCHAMNOEBA—BH#R - FX L THFBRYX
MAZTRFABAEFHAL2BZEAMARTEN $ &2 8%
Bl REMNAB/TEEMSRAMAH G XD
REMITBDAEL  RYETAMNALG>H > & HEL
BRRAORZMOGER  -"BEXMSEAES  £82LHK
BEXRALATZFITAREIOTN 2w "TEH R
MEREZET  mUABBEREIML AHALATEE R
T oOAHNAILERXBRLABZERBTEEIREHT-

V. A. C. Bradley, "Aristotle's Concept of the state”, op. cit., p. 25.
". E. Barker, The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle, op. cit., pp. 230-1.
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—HBRENR  EAFBBELBRNVAR, KEHAR
HTHREERSE  ERBEBADBEZEFRKEARGE
BRENAEFY  BREUTHEBERHR ) RER > RKH#E
"IRFEEBIE S BTN MRE S S B BUERT

¥ A. C. Bradley, "Aristotle's Concept of the state", op. cit., p. 13.
y P P
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g RUFSTEFLBHRAEN "EEER, H
RAREFBRATFBERLROTE -

BMEME R "W AR, B RER W
REANERITEZERERRLANNER MEARE
EHNRBRR > HERAAN-YEMERNRE - BRH
ARRRE > MBABEIREEMERYEHE - RM
RB EFNREEFSRBRFBEBRREN > FUMELR L
CETHAFRBEEVERRE "AR, X "BE, E8Y
—EHNZaE MEZR " H R BB R RR LB
FIUERR "THENEN, MER - E—EREEE— @
RANHE TEEEERMA-ERZR FREBEHSE
FEBMNBEERN  T2ERESH -—EERRKVER
REFRLMVES  ERRMATESTZERN —HEHR
B A BERMENE  TEHRSBERARTLEE
D@ AARBEATNANER (REBER) - MEE
DAbFr X B (A ERR) REABEHWAR -
FELT HEFSBEFGE -HMEREENKRE - H
2 BMRR  RETEFSE "HERANWERESHE
ZEF O EEEREFNEE BRHBEEENZIRERE
REHSHRMEM—ELBRFRHEER -

HALARANR  GEHHAMtEd  XBREGS
Bt @ EET2EK - ES5XK TRXREANIHA
AR St (M) MIAAMOMTEETHERYB R R
A A 0 BB SROBY A R B AR A B P D RO R
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MARCHEBERIBENREILE LEARREME
#d - BT DL B 3R 81 B B2 (theory and practice)M = B 2 HH &
HEW HARTBIERERTRBXEFR N E BB
MENEE CEEREREEENSHMWS » Barker
ROTHESAFEBEERE B "HEENORE, ER—
EHEREE  HERAEREEHANEYR  EHEBET—
EEEBENET REANEELENANEY  BHH
WMARE > WRSEFY, r mENEREENEEEMS
(B TERERAEEER Syracuse BH » MEHR
W —ERERETHE 158 ERBHNELEARLEN
WABBEBHNERER YRR EEENRERANES
T - fofTREBEOAERNMEL —EEER MEKEL
RELHABERNBEARRENBEEE - E—®
HERT2WLUESBYN  —HEREERNGEERIE
EREZIHEFRERIHZEZRANEZE TEHFSEDN
"R BERA L AR —ERFHNH T ARAMATWREN
B 5 R DU A IS PR 6 T AR R BV & B 2 IR (the Stoics)
HIREREWEFRNERBIUARRFEREECREELZ
BWHER FMUE—BIRNAKRKRAEFREEA » MERH
B 3% #B (cosmopolis)? -

il

2 E. Barker, "Greek Political Thought and Theory in the fourth Century”
Cambridge Ancient History Vol. V1., J. B. Bury, S. A. Cook & F. E. Adcock
(eds.), (Cambridge:Cambridge University Press, ), pp. 505-6.

N E. Barker, The Political Thought of Plato and Aristotle, op. cit., pp. 208-9.
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ERTEHBTERCEREFTFI R R R ERE
REREERARE  RMALEAM  BETERNOBZERET
REZEHFTZSEERT "HABERM L ? Adcock R T ¢
BERXRBIABELNRER  HIREENRE - E@
RO RE?, - REER

SDEMSRRABFOEKIRARAN  BAARK
BB Y A RBERGRANBHESR % —4
BREAS -RX > FRX L THFBANLRE F A I
M F LAEENSBAAGARELAR BRI OH
REXARRZLPBERDEN S BRAKMERHOER - L&
AXARERER  —ABEBX A FPe2T7TE&HF -
E-EF ARTEYE  RARARKRTABRAEZLELERHS
ZFP AR R TEEAREY E-H#FX
EREHFBRARABB GG Y -

RO R HERABANEBES > THFEAR
FHRMAXBREEREEBEENRE  B—HAMGMEE
BBV BREXH -  TRE-EIMANETFBSERVB R
W AIAREHEIE T RA—MB S MEE - KATH
AttickE  SHAER - EFfGHEHBATHSRAN

2 F. E. Adcock, "The Growth of the Greek City-State" Cambridge Ancient
History Vol. 111, J. B. Bury, S. A. Cook & F. E. Adcock (eds.), (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1978), p. 687.
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BBABREHNER - K RANGRUFTEN SR M
RESRAENS LBRT  BEREIUEBKRTEBLY
Peloponnesian M B3 & [ B T 4 % Bk - T 72 75 7C Al 45 19
fol > AIHBTHSWE  PIAyDE R - £HEEE
B £ Bl Dionysius I A7 $H ¥ A9 Syracusan ¥ - M & &
BHE-2FBEOERETEHE - BEBRL - AFTEWHE
B HREAFBENBARENERER—EEE AL
iR Barker WM HTHAWTERERWNRIE  AI—EF
BEENBERBBIAETRE I E S M8 - Barker 1 A7
FERA-MEATHEYRESWERKBEE © BB
(isopolity) 82 B #8 (sympolity) - Bl & 75 2 % IR IBE R 2 B
REMESHBEET  EHERTHAARE  MEE
HIRREBRE B —EEENRBEET  £E68H
MERED tHEHE—E " K—#, 2 "mFESE, ¥
FERRTHE 0 Barker IRHERW —ERE T HITAT L
MEHBBEEERE  BEXALRUFERERE A RHR
BT #— L B BEREEBREA—EIIMPNWE B
BEMMEMEREY, - HE  MARAR "H—, #H™H
BOHNEBRELGABYBRBEE DL KA—KNK
ERERBBRENARTBEHKT - ERFTLUEB

. E. Barker, "Greek Political Thought and Theory in the fourth Century”
Cambridge Ancient History Vol. V1., J. B. Bury, S. A. Cook & F. E. Adcock
(eds.), (Cambridge:Cambridge University Press, ), pp. 507-8.

™ E. Barker, "Greek Political Thought and Theory in the Fourth Century”,
op. cit., p. 509.
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ZEBRELS T BEE LAY ) (cruel necessity) c AR BEE
MR ELE ST A BARIBHO®M S EER > BEHB
BEHS - EALARKEENEE  BLHFROCALEES
ABXBHENGERE - 7T 2EE E WM B 6B REE
BB AREREBRBEEAL  —HEBRBUER  ER
HER—ERFEERESEIE IHRE  FHEELE -
DA ey - HESE - 2T LU B R FBEE &
EIFEBGE  MECHERLHERENLT -
BAGERROBES  EEZ-EMEFBEATHAR
BElRB—EEaitFAEBrEE - 75T a7 M i iS5 1
g2 —EEFHAF o £ 257 E T Periclis) B9 K K
#oORANARERFSHEAREERESEY > N LEE
WEENESRZT  BWiHH "BSARERBEEXEN
HF?  MfM&EHEC "EEEBAERY, - EEES
EEHTEHTNWRATHEZIEE (BEHAREYHE
BAE) MAHBKEEE - Adcock A REFIELRFH T E
WrEE R > MHEFMETHERERES > US2HAREYHE
BNBEHERIAORABRFNEEBREEERENREEY - &
R E » DL Barker WAKM S @ fEAYB 2 M HAY K
W - SAEEERE ? KEZ - BABHiw AT
MR E BRANEARBH—EERE RN ZER

% Ibid., p. 510.
% F. E., Adcock "The Periclean Democracy" Cambridge Ancient History Vol.
II1, J. B. Bury, S. A. Cook & F. E. Adcock (eds), (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1978), pp. 101-3.
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MAoRMBRRENEBEMMOENY, - Bl T28
REBYTUEEANYS MR EAX L FEKEY
FEBmMRERANGE  EARBEIERANE S
ERTHE "ARBYNEBTE  TEEAKEBEME
CHEELEE® - "8, WNEEFMELANEEEERE
ARABLARIBE  ABHEAWNSH  #E2HEMY
LSRVDAREANE LRGN - R LR B 7 808 R
fE Cleisthenes M B AR EFTFARTHR AREZEWE
ABR > REBAN ARV AR EHT B ME A GBS
PoHR EB—FH —BEAKZIEHENARES
HRBEANE "HABEA NEKE AAREAER - BT
BEEGAXMCERZHN  BE-BAHREENRERE
M- RMATEHRG  AEREHESTHOREA N
REBHBEBEFR -—FCAEEFOMA & > BHY
ffth - R BTENRTEOFTE  w—N@RRBER
REEMET -  BABAERZHREL R S o8&\
EE-EEZHOEBML > MBEADKE LS M
MEEAR > MENEHAZHFHBES -8 SHES
f+ /% Barker 3 : " A ¥ 3 B2 ## % % % (cosmopolitanism)

7. E. Barker, "Greek Political Thought and Theory in the fourth Century”,
op. cit., p. 510.

3 Ibid., p. 511.

P. A M Cleisthenes AR AKARAHLARBEHKE % 4%H F. E,
Adcock, "Athens: The Reform of Cleisthenes”, Cambridge Ancient History,
Vol. 1V,, J. B. Bury, S. A. Cook & F. E. Adcock (eds), (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1978), pp. 142-8.
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R—EBHRANES Y, HHEWRABEKLRREEE
LEHBAET ZFPEARATEHFANANGE - NEH
EEmsE  EENENRRE "RBOULR, -
HRTEA W EERSEONRE  ERNES -
mTEERRA ) WFEERRERBBIETH I T A
BB’ TRA-HER, B AR EWER
BRENREEFSBRMEALTNREBY  BHERENHRE
BARERMBENTLR  MATENRRAZ—ER
MAXRGENEE  TERL EREENEEND
BE » FTDL > ENEAEEOER  SEHATS ENHE T
BREEHEASHECRLENBRE - TEELENB
ZoRRBARAENRW HREEHRSEmNS > &M
MR ERAN "BR, - BHAER "BRY > HE
ERN REERY ATEHRBERB—HEERHA -
Frll > EHMBRERY "EHBEYEE, S - Bradley 3 °
THRMUBEREEG SRS > BEFERRE AN
et MEAELORMKKETH "KB, - HEREM
AEZT B "KE, RHR—B "AENBE - B
TREEME "RXBENWRE, CRE > RARLARRRE
HRHE -

%. E. Barker, "Greek Political Thought and Theory in the fourth Century”,
op. cit., p. 511.
L A. C. Bradley, "Aristotle's Concept of the state”, op. cit., p. 19.
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FEAHRBMEORTBOEE R B -
B LA R K Isocrates (Y — R EE R BB H %

BIMBHAH  CEABBENRAARL  BER
BABOA LALHNCHBEOAR L R Loy A -
T (RHF) eord TAHAR, EMEABAEORRR —
Bk HALE-—HEBABE  THEHILBABEAAE
RAMEF —BARABXL AAARA—BLE M A

32,

SRHET S R

BRBAPEREOFBRE AR AE B R
FRORK - MUCALFARFGESTEER GG -
WRECHBER-—BE-—WELE  CHERA CERALR
RERBEHGEN - ERXRERMEBR—BERIF RS — B RH
B RMEBRAFTRRAIMBARAGAR » £ &
BHAABEBRRBA G RAE & AR EmAZ -
BAMY > —BAEBRLEFI GEHBREY TR
R % F 6y (Politics 1327525-37) »

2, Isocrates, Panegyricus, Section 50. & X 4% & Barker Ernest Barker,

"Introduction” in The Politics of Aristotle trans. by E. Barker (Oxford:
Clarendon, 1948), p. xii.
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Isocrates B Ei BT L R EER E LSk B KRB9R % -
BAREZ2REHEHEM ° Jean-Pierre Vernant B H & &
By HEH AR - EHMEESE (agora) AT BN EYT
RtwmrHg B—& " 24, & "HEHMEMA, R
BY BWMEBPBREHNBUAHE > FEMELEE T RE
TREMK hESHFERE  CEEFEFTREENS
H LR R R it & B9 B2 5% 089 # 8 (unity) -

R Adcock WERE > HHFBIRIE  ZERFBBEBEK
1 (tyranny) 8 B Z B © #L B R it & % 8 (social unity)
WEERR  EREENHE HTHAENEREESRS —
EREENRG REEFAERFREREAN, RIK,
HENECHBME s TERRAATBEANHE
Yo MEMM M EERE  BRE RMEFE —EIRT
BB —EHe®® AHEEFWARENSE HFHE -
REAHRY  MRUOESHESBOER - £5H % B
BB BT A BEYE E( B Solon # Cleisthenes 4 )
HROREHNESR » ME2RIULE R F BE S8 (exclusive)

B, Jean-Pierre Vernant, "Géométrie et astronomie sphérique dans la
premiére cosmologie grecque” La gréce ancienne II L 'espace et le temps, J.-P.
Vernant and P. Vidal-Naquet eds (Paris: Seuil, 1991), p. 192.

MRE-BANTRABAARZENSRAE (HER) FoHR
HELEETHFH BB - 4L2F  BA - TRENASTRER
AREMLGAE - Adcock IR BB F PR LGS AAGIERAF L
MR 4 o % £ B F. E. Adcock, "The Growth of the Greek City-State”
Cambridge Ancient History Vol. 111, J. B. Bury, S. A. Cook & F. E. Adcock
eds. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978), pp. 696.
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E - EEEBET MLELERAEESR LM - T8
HgHMERS AR - W AEMAFTHBERBERE - #
BRAZTEXE—HAHLEEBNERITEERARHIK
£ O HWEFEAHBEHREKY-
HHEBEBEIBNA—FEENFEREENRE - HX
HEBANS  MMAEFREEFRERN W ERE
—RBAFBAZE BNE—R - FERMKTE (L B8R
CEHE(Zeus) TBITHEGHHFTAEH > S —EHEE—
BERBEEBCRRNM  -FBFMENEAFEEE D 5 K
MEW MBI ER > ERFMMRR BN —ERHX
e BHE-RNBERXHR BB EEEZH
BAEBRPHIREEY REFMEVEE—EBRAHEEFECS
RSP > [FREBMSTFEMNE Athena > Argos HYSF E il
£ Hera » Apollo & Apollonia FYSF il - R & A%
BREERLOWHBEERE R AWBRABRESRENE
& (02 H A B 5 B R BUAR UT B R DL B & I T AR
FEHOCWTEWE—HBEY > BRMATURME & &8
WRBEAFEENBEERS —HRANVBRE—EF

%, 1bid.

® Jeffery T AW AKRT ARAG AL AGRAERRRARAPZ
MR AMUAEARRCARBERB 28 ¥EARLAAANEIHRE
Elis HEHAZE R EBEHANLAREARP RS BRI
R ARG ER G o k5 M L. H. Jeffrey, Archaic Greece
(London: Methuen & Co Ltd., 1976), p. 45.

%, A. C. Bradley, "Aristotle’s Concept of the state”, op. cit., p. 17.

%_F. E. Adcock, "The Growth of the Greek City-State”, op. cit., p. 697.



HERE T RE 191

Wik - ERENRE  GMEERA S R —
R — AR R R o R BOA B R B
EEEEEOR —WEG EEABANLES  UE
HEFNEEEEIRRRCBERN— 56  HEEKS
BERNRE—BEEANED REEES > 55K
SHNBECEZ2TURRABR BN AR Z D - B
KAMERE  FUE (KKBRB) b wEOSIEME
FWERAENEY R REERSEN TRTEA
WLFRT THR WERERLT RMAAEEL
1 A M o P B E B R SO RS A RS
116 01 7R 76 B LA % 4 75 8 5 IR 5 B0 A 2 0 BN 4R B S A2
hoRERHE-EELEE NG -

ETRNY

5

EREwT  REBEK —ZEFW BHERMAELCH
EZRTREBRLNAEABRBTETSEN "RTER
o By Rt 05 X B T SR 5 kG R B (T A R A i
o BERBRZEZ2WRETUBSERMEMR —-EREN
G BETENRR CEHEOLWRBRATAVES
EEWEM MK, Popper)FT £ H B9 1 3 3 (falsificationism)
ZH o —ERRECTRHBEBEVERT  SEHKKEHACS

¥, Ernest Barker, "Introduction” in The Politics of Aristotle, op. cit., p. li.
p p
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FREMMIIBRERE BEREEEHIBVAFRAERNE -
MEATENR > &2 A B (T. Kuhn) 8 & B % K (P.
Feyerabend)B B H) " BE# BY[E 4 (the historical approach)®
MO PR - EERBATERER - RAMEABER
B EHHBMEBRERENESN  —EFEHN T289 -
BRENME 0 EXRFERPSE B (scientific practices)H#
BRBEFMZINRRERG  HAMEBNTBEEERESR
WL HMEREHEANNE FECEBRBHEOR
B MEREFEMENE -G HREEEEZRER
SEREHIRAEFHOME - EMERROEDN > ER
TARA—EREAEHERAHENER  HE  2E4E
fedy > ERMUEFREZNRAAXL  EEHENE
BIER - 24 CRERM ERBERMABRLONER
P ERZEEEMANROBEERN - TUHEB R H I
—FHEERE-BHNRE  ERHNBEZELFEXRELEIR
DRERWER MEBEXRZBIROFJRE  HREMAELRXPF
MU EFEERENLR
MRERDEBANEZEHBEVHNZ2TE2ZIREE F -
AR T2 R AEZINBENEOEE > LMY
DEGgrE  ZCEBRBREDERSEN (BEE) N
h BEFHENEEAG KRBT EBESBAEAANR
— F Hb 78 4 B 3 Bl 2 (theoretical science) H B B £} &2
(practical science)Z A - BEHE - BB - RERKHE
WEAMNSZHASHHE2HMEZNRBEMEIEZE
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AREREMFEHNEEALAELOTHE -  BRATEDN
By REFABYARE HEHK- - ZE HABREWR
R MBREENEYNEALREMEK  HE - HE
BREBVHMRE NMREMBECDEFRSIRBNTERR
NEESRMENERE  KEEFRSEZEERS BN (K
BER) B ERENEAEMARESOEIED > FERR
gy HELEAN FEEAXS  HAFERHER
MBBEOBREERZ  ERNEEFTIR/Y "TWAH
R, FEEHES  EREGFEMAMBREZR —KREERK
R BUIE 10 RRY IE HEE B



