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On Mou Zong-San’s Philosophical Construction
of Humanistic Taoism
——his Interpretation of Lao Zi as an Example

Abstract

The Dao of Lao Zi has long been viewed as a
phenomenological absolute reality, which is restless, everlasting
- movement, independent and changeless. Preceding all things, this Dao
is held to be the source of the formation of all beings. Although
concurring in the view that Lao Zi's Dao is characterized by
ontological thinking , Mou Zong San presents the new interpretation
that the Dao is not an "objective reality” but rather belongs to the
"subjective realm" of man. Mou Zong San says, in essence, that the
Dao is Nature, and embodied in a boundless mind without action and
attachment through the dissolution of artifice. The "subjective realm
interpretation” of Mou Zong San is a subtle idea and is supported by
his refined and precise arguments. This interpretation's greatest
contributions are that it demonstrates the possiblity of the intellectual
succession between Lao Zi and Zhuang Zi, and that it erects a
theoretical framework for humanistic Daoism. However, it must be
asked whether or not the "subjective realm interpretation” fully
reflects the original meaning of the Dao De Jing. Does it exhibit the
suspicion to explain Lao Zi through Zhuang Zi? Supporters of the
"objective reality theory" have constantly and strongly criticized the
aforesaid interpretation, and the ideological duel between the two
camps has become a long-standing subject of endless contention in
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academia. This paper will comprehensively lay out the subtlety of the
"subjective realm interpretation" and faithfully record the process of
development, both conceptually and in terms of its expression, of Mou
Zong San's epochal view. One of its goals is to illuminate Mou's
contribution to reckon with the position of humanistic Daocism . This
paper will also point out that the limitation of Mou's interpretation lies
in the fact that he ignores the value of Huang-Lao Daoism and its
important position in intellectual history. In addition, it is hoped that
through the clarification of this paper, supporters of the "objective
reality theory" may be provided with proper understanding before they
refute the other side, and that any straw-man criticism may thus be
avoided.
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