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Marx-Hegel-Relationship

1n the Discourse of Marxists
——A Historical Perspective

Max Sun
Abstract

The Marx-Hegel-relationship is not a self-evident one, but rather a
historical product. Trace back to the history, this relationship would
appear its multiple profiles. For Marx, Hegel’s philosophy was “correct in
form but questionable in its position”. For Engels, since the question had
been changed to “idealist or materialist dialectic”, Hegel’s philosophy
was “correct in form but questionable only in content”. Bernstein and
Lenin had further changed the question to: “Is materialist dialectic
scientific or anti-scientific?” After science could no more guarantee the
socialist revolution in west Europe, so the Hegel-oriented Marxists was
then opposed to science as an objective attitude of man to the nature, and
took the position that dialectic was only historical, practical or social. But
the other Anti-Hegelian Marxists noticed that the real problem was not
“nature or social”, but “science or ideology”.

If there should be any resolution of this chaos, two things should be
taken into account: the basic distinguish, which all parties in these

disputes accepted, between general theory and applied theory, and the real
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meaning of Marx’ “critique” both of Hegel and political economics.

Keywords: Marx, Hegel, Engels, “Western Marxists”, science and

dialectic
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